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Dear Colleagues,

It is our pleasure to present to you the August edition of our monthly enewsletter.
In our EU Insight section we share with you the findings of the European
Commission’s FP7 report. The report presents the FP implementation in
2012, provides an integrated view on the different strands of FP7 activities and
also presents a comparative analysis of FP7 implementation during 2007-2012.
EURAXESS Links ASEAN interviewed two members of the FP7-funded
SEATIDE project for our Feature setion “Meet the researcher”. A new
addition to our Feature section is an interview series with former Marie Curie
Fellows. We met with Thai researcher Dr Nitsara Karoonuthaisiri to find out
about her mobility experience.
st

The EURAXESS Links ASEAN team looks forward to the finals of the 1
EURAXESS Science Slam ASEAN 2013. On 25 September we will be
witnessing ASEAN’s 5 best science slammers battle it out in Singapore for the
title of EURAXESS Links ASEAN science slammer 2013! To find out how to
register for this event please visit our website.

As always we wish you a wonderful month ahead and we look forward to your
comments and suggestions.
Your EURAXESS Links ASEAN team
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1 EU Insight
The European Commission publishes latest monitoring
report for FP7
On 7 August 2013, the latest monitoring report for the current European Union’s
Seventh Framework Programme (FP7 - 2007-2013) was released by the
European Commission. The report presents the FP implementation in 2012,
provides an integrated view on the different strands of FP7 activities and also
presents a comparative analysis of FP7 implementation during 2007-2012. A
detailed statistical analysis of FP7 participation and funding is provided and
important topics such as dissemination of results, project evaluation,
simplification measures, ethical issues or time-to-grant are addressed.
Further focuses are the work of the European Research Council (ERC), the
Research Executive Agency (REA), the Joint Technology Initiatives (JTI) as well
as the Risk Sharing Finance Facility (RSFF) and the participation of SMEs in
the Framework Programme.

What is FP7?
The Seventh Framework Programme (FP7) is the EU's main instrument for
funding research in Europe. Since their launch in 1984, the Framework
Programmes have played a lead role in multi-disciplinary research and
cooperative activities in Europe and beyond. FP7 continues that task, and is
both larger and more comprehensive than earlier Framework Programmes.
Running from 2007 to 2013, the programme has a budget of 53.2 billion euros
over its seven-year lifespan, the largest funding allocation for such
programmes. FP7 is a key tool to respond to Europe's needs in terms of jobs
and competitiveness, and to maintain leadership in the global knowledge
economy.
The Framework Programmes for Research have two main strategic objectives:
• to strengthen the scientific and technological base of European industry;
• to encourage its international competitiveness, while promoting research that
supports EU policies.

What are the report’s most important facts and findings?
The most important facts and findings of the report relate to participation and
publication numbers, the average success rate and the international dimension
of FP7.
During the years 2007 to 2012, 379 concluded calls received more than
113.000 proposals, out of which more than 103.000 (involving more than
485.000 applicant organisations and individuals) were included in the evaluation
procedure, and more than 20.000 (involving more than 105.000 participants)
were finally retained for negotiations, with a corresponding requested EU
funding of € 32.8 billion. Proposals and applicants had an average success rate
of 19% and 22% respectively.
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More than half of all recorded calls in 2012 were launched under the Specific
Programme “Cooperation”. Higher and secondary education institutes (HES)
remain the main beneficiaries of FP7 in 2012, both in terms of numbers of
applicants and requested EU funding, with respectively 39% and 29% of the
total in retained proposals.
The significant international dimension of FP7 is illustrated by the fact that over
a period of five years it funds projects with participant organisations from as
many as 170 countries. Outside the group of EU and Associated Countries the
biggest participants are the USA, Russia, China, Brazil and India.
By mid-May 2013, over 16.000 publications were reported by the 3.220 projects
for which the final reports have been processed. Almost half of these reported
publications were publications in high impact peer reviewed journals. Similarly,
these projects reported 505 patent applications.
You can read the full report here.
The Seventh Framework Programme is currently in its final year. The new
Framework Programme Horizon 2020 will be launched at the beginning of 2014
(the latest developments regarding Horizon 2020 were addressed in the July
“EU Insight” section).

Sources and further information
1. Report: “Sixth FP7 Monitoring Report - Monitoring Report 2012”, 7 August
2013, European Commission
2. Booklet: “FP7 in Brief - How to get involved in the EU 7th Framework
Programme for Research”, 2007, European Commission
3. Factsheet: “FP7 - Tomorrow’s answers start today”, 2006, European
Commission
4. News: “FP 7: Commission publishes the 6th Monitoring Report 2007 - 2012”,
14 August 2013, Kooperationsstelle EU der Wissenschaftsorganisationen
(KoWi) (European Liaison Office of the German Research Organisations)
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2 Feature: Meet the Researcher
2.1 Prof Goudineau and Dr Vaddhanaphuti introduce
the SEATIDE project

SEATIDE

brings

together

Southeast Asian and European
researchers with two objectives:
research

and

development.
locally

network

Research:

focused

Using

field

study

methodologies, our experience of
research

on

frameworks
shows

in

that

integration
Southeast

Asia

historical

and

contemporary

integrative

processes include some groups
and exclude others. Exclusion of
communities

Regional integration describes a process whereby sovereign states enter
into some form of agreement in order to enhance cooperation in certain
sectors. The incentive for entering into such an agreement might be the
prospect of some form of benefit mainly of an economical but also political
nature. Regional integration can be organised either via the creation of
supranational institutional structures and the sharing of decion-making
competencies or it can progress along intergovernmental lines where power
and decision-making remains firmly anchored at national level. The
supranational path that led to the creation of the European Union in Europe
and the intergovernmental approach that has brought about ASEAN are two
prominent examples of regional blocs that are undergoing processes of
integration. The success of each process has to be measured against the
specific set of objetives that underpins either project.

presents

risks

to

The project “Integration in Southeast Asia: Trajectories of Inclusion,
Dynamics of Exclusion” (SEATIDE) examines integrative processes and
seeks to determine who is excluded in processes of integration. The project
is drawn up by a group of five European and four Southeast Asian
institutions and has received financing from the European Commission's
Seventh Framework Program. EURAXESS Links ASEAN interviewed two
partners of the consortium to find out more.

human development and security,
even of framework disintegration.
This understanding directs our
research question: in processes of
integration, who is excluded? We
address

it

packages

in
–

thematic

work
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Research Area: On the basis of
existing structures – the EFEO
network of 10 field centres in SEA,
plus ECAF, EUROSEAS, ASEF –
we work for the development of
integrated networks of EU-SEA
embracing

European

and

Western

ASEAN-founder

countries

alongside

Eastern/Southern
post-communist
Dissemination

Europe
SEA
of

SEATIDE aims to produce innovative and quality research on processes of
national and regional integration in SEA. In today’s globalized world,
integration is increasingly viewed as an inevitable and unqualified good.
Indeed, integrative processes offer many potential benefits: the promise of
economic wealth, the free movement of people, the promotion of citizenship,
and access to knowledge networks with extensive links to the wider world.

and

security. Structuring the European

research,

Prof Goudineau, your institution is the coordinating body for the
SEATIDE project supported by EU’s 7th Framework Programme. Can
you tell us a bit about the research that will be conducted in this
project?

and

However, opinions differ as to the extent to which these processes should be
adopted and how they should be implemented. Furthermore, integration is
often characterized by an unequal distribution of roles: whereas some social
groups are a driving force for convergence, others are allotted a passive
function or may even be forced to submit to change.
Taking into account that the dynamics of inclusion should be studied in
tandem with the dynamics of exclusion, SEATIDE will produce holistic
analyses of integrative processes from long-term local perspectives. On the
basis of a field-research approach that pays particular attention to age and
gender-related issues, SEATIDE will examine the following questions from
national, transnational, and geopolitical perspectives:

nations.

results

is

essential to the project’s success,
through conferences, publications
and policy briefs. Our recent and
innovative

research

serves

to

improve the dialogue – initiated in
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• Diversity: can the formation of national identity cope with regional
diversity?
• Prosperity: does increased circulation of people and goods contribute to
national and regional development?
• Knowledge: does the exchange of information improve national and
regional governance?
• Security: does increased interdependence of political communities
contribute to human security?

Prof Yves Goudineau is Head
of

the

EFEO

centres

in

Chiang Mai and in Vientiane.
He

holds

a

chair

in

“Comparative Anthropology of
Southeast
EHESS).

Asia”
He

(EFEO-

was

visiting

fellow at ISEAS (Singapore)
and visiting professor at the
University of Oxford. He has
carried

out

ethnographic

extensive
fieldwork

in

South-Laos with an interest in
ethnohistory
among

and

Austroasiatic

rituals
ethnic

groups. He also conducted
research

on

development

issues in mainland South-East
Asia:

ethnic

resettlements,

minority
cross-border

relationships. He has been a
regional consultant for UNDP
and UNESCO.

A second objective of SEATIDE will be to reinforce the European Research
Area (ERA) in the field of Asian Studies through coordinated EU-ASEAN
scholarly exchange and networking as well as the promotion of a new
generation of field researchers on SEA.
Research outcomes will be broadly discussed and disseminated with SEA
specialists in Europe and Asia, community representatives and local
stakeholders, as well as policymakers in both ASEAN and the EU. Results will
be made available on the project’s website in the form of policy briefs and online papers.
Prof Goudineau, the project unites partners from several countries. Can
you introduce the consortium members to us and tell us how the
cooperation came about?
The SEATIDE consortium comprises institutions from five EU Member States –
Estonia, France, Germany, Italy, the United Kingdom – and four Southeast
Asian ICPCs – Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand and Vietnam, specialised in
contemporary politics, socio-economics, international relations and EU-ASEAN
issues. Special care was given to building a multidisciplinary team of top-tier
researchers with a longstanding experience of field work and of close working
relationships.
The Asien-Afrika-Institut (AAI), University of Hamburg, responsible for WP2
(National/transnational identities), is a leading German research institution in
Asian studies. It has a long tradition of work on SEA, especially in Thai and
Vietnamese studies, and has implemented the FP7 project “Integrating and
Developing European Asian Studies” (IDEAS) along with EFEO. The
publications of Volker Grabowski, coordinator of WP2, on the history/ethnology
of Tai peoples in mainland SEA and Southwest China are landmark references
in the field.
The Centre for History and Economics (CHE), University of Cambridge,
responsible for WP4 (National/transational exchange of information),
undertakes projects of public importance gathering the expertise of economists
and historians on national and regional issues (economic security, globalization,
economic and religious ideas, etc.) with a special focus on Asia. Tim Harper,
coordinating this WP, specializes in modern SEA and the region’s global
connections. He acted as co-convenor of the project « Exchanges of Economic,
Legal and Political Ideas, Sites of Asian Interaction: Networks, Ideas, Archives»,
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in close collaboration with scholars at the Asia-Pacific Research Unit, Universiti
Sains Malaysia (USM).
The Estonian Institute of Humanities, Tallinn University (TU), has been
carrying the tradition of Estonian Asian Studies for more than 20 years. It offers
degree programmes in Asian Studies at the BA, MA and PhD level, as well as
carrying out research on topics related to East and Southeast Asia (primarily on
cultures, philosophies, societies, politics and geopolitics). Since 2010, EIH is the
leader of Estonian universities’ joint interdisciplinary module “Asian Societies,
Economy and Politics”, funded by the European Social Fund, which focuses on
Asian politics, contemporary societies, geopolitics and economics.
Dr Chayan Vaddhanaphuti is
an

anthropologist

and

the

Director of Regional Center
for

Social

Science

Sustainable

and

Development

(RCSD) and of the Center for
Ethnic

Studies

and

Development (CESD) at the
Faculty of Social Sciences,
CMU. He earned his Ph.D.
from Stanford University in
1984

and

received

an

Honorary Doctorate in Social
Anthropology from Goteborg
University, Sweden, in 2004.
He

has

edited

numerous

books the most recent being,
Transcending
Boundaries (2011).

State

The University of Milano-Bicocca (UNIMIB), responsible for WP3
(National/transnational circulation of people and goods), hosted the first Italian
Conference of Itaseas (Italian Association for Southeast Asian Studies) and is
the only academic institution in Italy proposing a doctoral programme on
Southeast Asia. Silvia Vignato, coordinator of WP3, has worked extensively on
gender/marginality and Tamil immigration in SEA.
Established in 1969, Universiti Sains Malaysia (USM), has since carved a
reputation as one of the foremost universities in Malaysia and the Asia Pacific
region. USM is Malaysia’s first and only that was accorded APEX University
status and one among four that was designated as a research university.
The Center for Southeast Asia Social Studies, Universitas Gadjah Mada
(UGM), responsible for WP5 (National/Transnational Political Integration and
the role of ASEAN), promotes collaboration between academics and social
activists, and carries out interdisciplinary research on globalization, local
politics, human rights, good governance and sustainable development in SEA.
Muhadi Sugiono, who coordinates WP5, is head of the Center for Security
Studies and Peace, and does research on the effects of the changing pattern of
global governance on SEA states.
Chiang Mai University (CMU), responsible for WP6 (Dissemination of results),
has extensive experience in organising conferences and international meetings,
as well as producing collective publications. Chayan Vaddhanaphuti, who
coordinates WP6, is director of the Regional Center for Social Science and
Sustainable Development (RCSD) and of the Center for Ethnic Studies and
Development (CESD). These centres are at the heart of an important network of
international, Asian and European researchers and have long experience in
setting up participatory workshops with local stakeholders and national and
regional policymakers.
The Vietnamese Centre for European Studies, Vietnam Academy of Social
Sciences (VASS), will contribute its expertise on Europe-SEA comparisons in
the fields of regional economic integration and industrialisation of the different
countries of the SEA zone.
Finally, the Ecole française d’Extrême-Orient (EFEO), SEATIDE coordinator,
is a leading European institution in the study of Asia, specialized in classical
and contemporary studies, which runs a unique network of 10 field centres in
SEA. As founder of the European Consortium for Asian Field Study (ECAF) and
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coordinator of the FP7 funded project IDEAS, EFEO is at the heart of a wide
network of international partner institutions and plays a key role in the
integration of Asian Studies at the European level. Having served as director of
research at EFEO and possessing a longstanding experience of fieldwork in
SEA (Singapore, Laos and Thailand) and of managing national and
international projects, I was appointed scientific coordinator of the project.
With the goal of reinforcing Europe’s network of research on SEA, EFEO
deliberately decided to set up a consortium embracing institutions from
countries with a strong presence in SEA studies (France, Germany, UK), as
well as countries where the scientific community is less visible or emerging, and
needs support. This is the case of Italy, which possesses a strong profile in
European institutions and associations (EUROSEAS, IIAS, ASEF, etc.) but has
limited research capacity at home, despite the appearance of a new generation
of doctoral students. It is also true of institutions in new EU member states,
notably those from the former Eastern bloc with a long and currently reviving
history of high-level research on Asia. In Estonia, the University of Tallinn’s
participation in the consortium brings a specific ‘eastern’ point of view about
SEA, contributing real added value to the project.
In SEA, the four partners belong to countries with contrasting social, economic
and political conditions, yet face similar internal issues of sustainable integration
and share the challenges of the region (environmental change, security issues,
etc.) Geographically, two are located in SEA’s peninsula and two in its maritime
region (with Malaysia straddling both environments). Historically, they have
experienced different forms of colonial system (Dutch, British, French regimes
and, in the case of Thailand, British and French influence). In terms of
population, they include three of SEA’s four most populous nations. Since
independence, all four countries have built up growing scientific communities,
active in international exchange/cooperation. The four SEA research institutions
in the consortium possess traditions of working with European partners in the
field of economic and social science, which SEATIDE hopes to further develop.
Dr Vaddhanaphuti, your Centre is participating in the SEATIDE project.
Can you tell us a bit about your team and your role as part of the SEATIDE
project?
The Regional Center for Social Science and Sustainable Development (RCSD),
is responsible for the WP6; the dissemination of knowledge in form of
publications, press releases, conferences, seminars and multimedia-platforms
like the SEATIDE-homepage to foster discussion not only amongst scholars,
but with and amongst policy-makers as well. The RCSD, while hosting mostly
anthropologists, follows a regional approach in its studies that embeds local
issues within the regional context. The Greater Mekong Sub-Region has seen
lots of changes in the last decades and finds itself in constant transition. ASEAN
and the AEC do and will play an important role in the diverse set of this
enduring transition process. Part of this transition process are issues of
citizenship, religious revival in the context of modernity and development and
(eco-)tourism. Issues on which the researchers of the RCSD, Dr. Kwanchewan
Buadaeng, Dr. Prasit Leepreecha, Dr. Manoj Potapohn, Dr. Pannadda
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Boonyasaranai and me will be working on. Additionally, we are glad to have
Olivier Evrard of the IRD with us, who is very experienced with working in and
on Laos.
Dr Vaddhanaphuti, what motivated you and your team to collaborate in
this project?
The mission of the RCSD has always been a mission of connectivity. We
always have been studying the impacts of inclusion and exclusion on localities
within the context of a constantly more integrating region. It is important to
reflect upon the dynamics of integration that come with ASEAN and the AEC.
These dynamics produce a range of emerging issues in Southeast Asian
countries that are worth studying. For example, personally I think that there is
not much knowledge about current Myanmar as it has been closed for such a
long time. Projects like the SEATIDE project offer a great opportunity to gain a
better understanding of the peace and development processes like the ones in
Myanmar and the democratic transition processes they come with. These
cannot be understood without bearing the ASEAN integration in mind. The
experiences of the EU can be very valuable in understanding such transition
processes and to work with European scholars and forming new ties and
networks with our European partners is a great opportunity for us.
Prof Goudineau, which roles do the other partners in the consortium
play?
SEATIDE is structured around five work packages, each led by one of the
consortium partners but involving researchers from all the consortium members,
which will take national and transnational perspectives on the following issues:
WP2 National and transnational identities
The University of Hamburg (UHAM) and the Ecole française d’Extrême-Orient
(EFEO), in collaboration with the University of Tallinn (TU), will examine
whether and to what extent national integration can cope with regional diversity.
The costs/benefits of nation-building will be analysed in the context of economic
development, national culture, religion, citizenship rights, centralization
processes, and competing nationalisms.
WP3 National and transnational circulation of people and goods
The University of Milano-Bicocca (UNIMIB) and the Vietnamese Academy of
Social Sciences (VASS) will study voluntary and involuntary movements of
people in SEA, notably cross border circulation, rural-urban migration, intranational and transnational labour migration, to assess their impact on the lives
of individuals and groups. A gender perspective is fundamental to this set of
studies.
WP4 National and transnational exchange of information
The University of Cambridge (CHE) and Universiti Sains Malaysia (USM) will
analyse the knowledge networks and interaction sites that connect and
constitute this diverse region, and its links with the wider world. Specific
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attention is given to the past and present role of Europe in these knowledge
systems.
WP5 National and transnational political integration and the role of
ASEAN

“Some societal issues are best
studied collectively, and this is
particularly true for research on
integration questions in SEA where
academics and experts from both
Europe and the region have much
to learn from each other”.
Prof Goudineau

Universitas Gadjah Mada (UGM) will evaluate political framework
development at national and regional levels in SEA, including analysis of
historical and contemporary crises that have given rise to new integrative
structures and the cultural formations that distinguish the “ASEAN Way”
from EU-style integration.
WP6 Dissemination of projects results
Chiang Mai University (CMU) is in charge of communicating the project’s
results through the organization of conferences, publications, press
coverage, and policy briefs. In addition to producing innovative research on
Southeast Asia, SEATIDE aims at improving the dialogue – initiated in the
EFEO’s FP7 project IDEAS – between social scientists and policymakers.

Prof Goudineau, how important is this international cooperation to the
success of the project?
The SEATIDE project is funded under the EU scheme “Collaborative Project for
specific cooperation action dedicated to international cooperation (CP-FPSICA)” therefore the international cooperation aspect of the project is
fundamental to its success.
Indeed, a key aspect of FP7 has been to encourage “collaborative research.” To
bring together teams from different European as well as other countries, the
programme stipulates that funded projects must be carried out by international
consortia with a required minimum number of participants. And this applies to
SEATIDE, which has five different EU and four SEA countries in its consortium.
Some societal issues are best studied collectively, and this is particularly true of
research on integration questions in SEA where academics and experts from
both Europe and the region have much to learn from each other. The drive to
pool knowledge from two continents will be a crucial aspect of SEATIDE. At a
time when the European model for regional integration is facing significant
challenges, and fast moving changes are profoundly impacting Southeast Asian
societies, under the influence of its large neighbours, it is our hope that
SEATIDE will foster critical mutual dialogue between the two regions.
Dr Vaddhanaphuti, what relevance does the work conducted by the
SEATIDE project team have for the people of Europe and Southeast Asia
or even for the relationship between both regions?
There are a few points that I want to mention here. First, is a better
understanding of each other. The history of Southeast Asian countries with
Europe has been dominated for a long time by the colonial period. However,
today we have the chance for a new relationship that offers new opportunities to
understand each other. The experiences of the EU are very valuable for the
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integration process of ASEAN even though there are differences that need to be
considered. For example, the aspect of integration. Southeast Asian nation
states find themselves still in an integration process of consolidating the nation
state itself and offering rights and opportunities to a diverse set of ethnicities
that are transcending national boundaries in various ways. Therefore the
dynamics between nation states, nationalism, ethnicity and ethno-religious
conflicts are important to be understood and can be compared and contrasted
to the experiences in the EU.
Hence, secondly, the SEATIDE project offers an opportunity to deepen this
understanding while forming partnerships between European and Southeast
Asian institutions. Such partnerships are important for Southeast Asian
academic institutions and its scholars as it fosters the exchange of knowledge
and perspectives on issues of common interest and fosters the academic
discourse by bringing scholars together. The strong point of SEATIDE might be
that it does not restrict itself to an academic discourse but aims to distribute the
knowledge it created to policy makers. That expands the partnership and adds
relevance to its findings.
Lastly, bearing the great influence of the US
and in the recent years more and more of
China in mind, the EU offers to be another
partner that shares ASEAN’s experiences as
a union of sovereign states. These
experiences as I have mentioned before bear
opportunities for both: the EU and ASEAN.
Prof Goudineau, the project is supported
under 7th EU Framework Programme. Was
it difficult to apply for this grant?

“I hope that SEATIDE is
just the beginning of a
series of projects we will
do together and hope that
our co-operation will be
sustainable even after the
project’s end and for
years to come”.

Dr Vaddhanaphuti

EU grants are highly competitive and setting
up a proposal requires several months’ work
as well as good coordination. Projects are evaluated according to 3 criteria
scored out of 5: scientific excellence, quality of the implementation and
management, potential impact of project results. The SEATIDE project was the
result of a real collective effort: it was designed from the bottom up, in the
course of many discussions and brainstorming sessions amongst project
partners. Once the project has been approved by the EU, partners are invited to
enter a negotiation phase where the original proposal must be “polished”. This
phase usually requires another two months’ work at least.
Dr Vaddhanaphuti, how do you experience the collaboration with
European partners so far and what are your hopes for the duration of the
project?
It would be too early for a round-up as the project has just recently started.
However, the co-operation amongst the partner institutions has been so far
quite rewarding and been done on an equal basis. I hope that SEATIDE is just
the beginning of a series of projects we will do together and hope that our cooperation will be sustainable even after the project’s end and for years to come.
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Dr Vaddhanaphuti, what advice would you give to Southeast Asian
researchers seeking closer collaboration with Europe?
I have to admit that Southeast Asian scholars have so far limited access to
scholarships in the West. Hence co-operations like the SEATIDE project offer
an opportunity to Southeast Asian scholars to present their work to a broader
audience and foster an academic debate that involves Southeast Asian work.
The perspective of local scholars on Southeast Asian issues could contribute
significantly to the academic work. Scholars in Southeast Asia should take
projects like SEATIDE as a chance to make their work better known
internationally and better connected to the academic family of scholars
concerned with Southeast Asian issues.
Dr Vaddhanaphuti, as a scientist which goals are you still hoping to
achieve?
Personally, I would like to see Southeast Asian scholars better incorporated into
the international debate on Southeast Asian Studies as well as I would like to
see a revival or an invigoration of Southeast Asian Studies. Furthermore, I
would like develop our research program into analysing the impacts of neoliberalism and the way it unfolds within the context of Southeast Asian’s
diversity. I find that very interesting as with the diversity amongst ASEAN states,
just think of the diverse set of religions (Christianity in the Philippines, Buddhism
in Laos, Burma, Thailand, Islam in Malaysia, Indonesia, Brunei) as well as
political systems (post-socialist/socialist Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos and semi/quasi-democratic Thailand, Myanmar, Indonesia etc.) comes a diverse set of
(social) practices that wants to be understood.
Thank you for the interview.

2.2 Marie Curie Fellows – Where are
they now?

Dr Nitsara Karoonuthaisiri
Senior Researcher and
Head of the Microarray
Laboratory
National Center for
Genetic Engineering and
Biotechnology (BIOTEC)
Thailand

In this new series, EURAXESS Links ASEAN meets up with
researchers in ASEAN who have recently completed a
Marie Curie Fellowship in Europe. Marie Curie
Fellowships are European research grants available to
researchers regardless of their nationality or field of
research. In addition to generous research funding
scientists have the possibility to gain experience abroad
and in the private sector, and to complete their training with
competences or disciplines useful for their careers.
Simon Grimley met up with Thai researcher Dr Nitsara Karoonuthaisiri to find
out about her mobility experience.

Dr Karoonuthaisiri, can you tell us a little about yourself. Where are you
from and what is your research background?
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I am a Senior Researcher and the Head of the Microarray Laboratory at the
National Center for Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology (BIOTEC) in
Thailand which is one of four national research institutes under the umbrella of
Thailand’s National Science and Technology Development Agency (NSTDA).
Upon finishing my PhD in Chemical Engineering at Stanford University in the
United States, where the modern microarray technology was born, I returned to
Thailand to build microarray capacity in the country. More specifically I was
employing different versions of this technology to study black tiger shrimp, a
valuable export for Thailand, as well as employing microarray technologies in
different diagnostic applications such as foodborne pathogens and seedborne
pathogens detection.
Please tell us briefly about the research project you have been doing as a
Marie Curie (MC) Fellow.
The Marie Curie supported project I have been working on/for is called
“Pathfinder” and focuses on developing innovative ways of detecting important
pathogenic organisms associated with food poisoning. This has been achieved
by using different biosensor technology platforms capable of detecting many
different pathogens simultaneously. To achieve the main research goal, I have
transferred my expertise in pathogen detection to a team of scientists at the
Host Institute at Queen’s University Belfast (UK).
Why did you choose to apply for this particular project?
I was into my seventh year leading a research group at one of the leading
applied R&D institutes, and I was looking for an opportunity to expand my
research capacity and to establish new international research networks
especially in Europe. When the Marie Curie Fellows opportunity arose, I felt that
I could transfer my expertise in food safety and microarray technology to the
Host Institution while at the same time expanding my own research horizons.
Where did you get information about the MC Actions?
Thailand’s National Science and Technology Development Agency (NSTDA)
had recently taken the lead on establishing an FP7 National Contact Point
network across the country and they have been instrumental in raising
awareness about the opportunities offered by FP7, disseminating timely
information on call topics, and providing guidance on the general rules of
participation. It was with the support of this NCP network that I was made aware
of the opportunities offered by the Marie Curie Fellowships.
In retrospect, which elements do you think were decisive in you being
successful in your application?
I believe for an MC Fellowship application to be successful, it requires a good
combination of several crucial elements; solid academic records of the
proposed fellow and the scientist in charge at the host institute, a very impactful
and achievable project, and a promising plan to establish a long-lasting
collaborative network between the EU and third countries.
Do you have any advice for other young researchers who are considering
applying for a MCF?
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has been the opportunity to establish a very
strong link with the Institute for Global Food

The two Marie Curie Fellow Programs, the International Incoming Fellowship
(IIF) and International Outgoing Fellowship (IOF), are very different in their
is probably one of the best places for food
purpose and emphasis. One needs to understand the differences and
security research in the world. Such a
propose a project according to their objectives. The IIF aims to recruit talents
network is invaluable given the global nature
from around the world to transfer ‘unique’ expertise that the European host
of research in today’s world.”
does not have, whereas the IOF aims to help training early-career European
Dr Nitsara Karoonuthaisiri
researchers in countries outside of Europe. If you are going to apply for the
IIF, you would need to demonstrate the unique expertise which must be
evident from your own publications, patents, or other tangible outcomes. You
need to convince the evaluators that you will benefit the European host, and
you must have in place a solid plan which is clearly outlined in your proposal on
how you plan to do this.
Security at Queen’s University Belfast which

On the other hand, for the IOF, the proposed fellow will need to point out why
and how it is beneficial for the fellow and his/her institution to have the fellow
spend 1 to 2 years at a host institution outside of Europe and its Associated
States. The IOF fellow must identify what is unique in the outgoing host institute
and how that will help his/her career after the fellowship.
What were the most significant benefits you
derived as a MC Fellow?
Not only did I get to transfer my expertise to the
Queens University Belfast which was my host
institution in Europe, but I also learned many new
biosensor technologies which I will be able to apply in
my lab in Thailand. Perhaps the most significant
benefit for me has been the opportunity to establish a
very strong link with the Institute for Global Food
Security at Queen’s University Belfast which is
probably one of the best places for food security
research in the world. Such a network is invaluable
given the global nature of research in today’s world.
As a researcher, which goals and ambitions do
you have for your future career?
My professional goals include two aspects: one is to strengthen the research
capacity of my research group in Thailand by employing new technologies as
well as applying these technologies to different applications; the other is to
encourage younger generations to become interested in science, and at the
same time, to support those brave souls who are already in the scientific career
to become successful in this profession. I believe these two goals of my
professional life will not only benefit Thailand, but the world in general. After all,
the world needs science!
Thank you very much for the interview!
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3 News & Developments
3.1 European Union
3.1.1 Swiss, French & German Scientists Develop Miniature
Artificial Insect Eyes which Could Help Prevent Accidents
Scientists in Switzerland, Germany, and France explored how the insect eye
works and designed and built the first fully-functional miniature curved artificial
compound eyes. The "CURVACE" project received EUR 2 million in EU funding
to develop the miniature "insect" eyes, which have high industrial potential in
mobile robotics, smart clothing and medical applications.
In the future, the artificial compound eye could be used in areas where
panoramic motion detection is primordial. For instance, a flexible artificial
compound eye could be attached around automobiles for efficient obstacle
detection (e.g. during parking manoeuvres, for automated vehicle guidance, or
for the detection of vehicles or pedestrians that are getting too close), or
implemented in Micro Air Vehicles (MAVs) for vision-based collision-free
navigation (e.g. during landing or for obstacle avoidance, such as in rescue
operations). Due to their inherent low thickness and flexibility, they could also
be integrated in tissues to make smart clothes, such as smart hats with
collision-alert systems for visually impaired people. Moreover, flexible artificial
compound eyes could be attached to the walls and furniture of intelligent homes
for motion detection (e.g. for the elderly in ambient assisted living scenarios, or
for children in an accident prevention role).
The compound eye features characteristics and functionality similar to the eye
of the Drosophila fruit fly, and other arthropods. The eye, a small (12.8 mm
diameter, 1.75 grams) cylindrical object is made up of 630 "basic eyes", called
ommatidia, arranged in 42 columns of 15 sensors each. Each ommatidium is
composed of a lens (172 microns), combined with an electronic pixel (30
microns). These sensors have advanced optical properties, such as an
undistorted panoramic field of view of 180°x60° and a large depth of field, and
can adapt to a wide variety of lighting conditions.
The CURVACE project was funded through the European Commission's FET
open programme. Part of the “Excellent Science” of Horizon 2020, the EU
Framework Programme for Research and Innovation, FET open is fostering
novel ideas: collaborative research for embryonic, high risk visionary science
and technology.
The project involves 5 collaborating institutions: EPFL (Switzerland), University
of Aix-Marseille and CNRS (France), Frauenhofer Institute for Applied Optics
and Precision Engineering (Germany), and the University of Tübingen
(Germany) working together for 45 months (01.10.2009 - 30.06.2013). The
budget of the entire project is EUR 2.73 million, with 2.09 million coming from
EU financing.
The results were published in the journal Proceedings of the National Academy
of Sciences of the USA.
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Source: European Commission

3.1.2 Understanding the Health Benefits of Flavanols
It is no secret that if you eat right you feel better and last longer. Nutrition - our
daily diet - is a major lifestyle factor, greatly influencing human health and
disease. For example, medical evidence has long shown that diets rich in plantbased foods can decrease the risk of cardiovascular diseases.
One particular class of compounds, called flavanols has been avidly
investigated in recent years. Found in certain teas, fruits, and cocoa products,
these substances have shown a potential to deliver various health benefits,
including better vascular function, decreased blood pressure and improved
immune responses.
The EU-funded project FLAVIOLA ('Targeted delivery of dietary flavanols for
optimal human cell function: Effect on cardiovascular health') was aimed at
advancing our knowledge of the delivery, function, and health benefits of dietary
flavanols.
FLAVIOLA researchers say their research has provided a much clearer
understanding of the cardiovascular and circulatory health benefits of flavanols a benefit for public health.
Recent innovations in analytics, chemistry, food processing technology, and
non-invasive cardiovascular function assessments have helped researchers
study flavanols more impactful and comprehensively, providing advances that
support the development of future applications, including potential dietary
recommendations.
Multidisciplinary research carried out under the project has shed new light on
the types and amounts of flavanols in cocoa, as well as the effects of food
processing and manufacturing on the flavanol content of certain food products.
These novel findings have also advanced our understanding of what happens to
flavanols in the human body following consumption, and provided insights into
the mechanisms of action that underlie the biological effects of this plantderived nutrient.
FLAVIOLA researchers have also compiled a comprehensive database of the
amounts and types of flavanols consumed in 14 countries across the European
Union. This will enable better interpretation of dietary intervention studies and
clearer associations between flavanol consumption and health and disease.
The project received around EUR 3 million in EU funding. It was coordinated by
the Heinrich-Heine University in Düsseldorf, and included researchers from
France, Switzerland, the Netherlands, Sweden, the UK and Belgium. The work
was completed in February 2013.
Source: European Commission
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3.1.3 Gene Study Uncovers Origins of Many Common Cancers
Researchers in Britain have set out the first comprehensive map of mutational
processes behind the development of tumors - work that should in future lead to
better ways to treat and prevent a wide range of cancers.
In a study published in the journal Nature in August, researchers who analyzed
more than 7,000 genomes, or genetic codes, of common forms of cancer
uncovered 21 so-called "signatures" of processes that mutate DNA.
"(This) is an important step to discovering the processes that drive cancer
formation," said Serena Nik-Zainal of the Wellcome Trust Sanger Institute who
worked on the research.
"Through detailed analysis, we can start to use the overwhelming amounts of
information buried deep in the DNA of cancers to our advantage in terms of
understanding how and why cancers arise."
All cancers are caused by mutations in DNA occurring in cells of the body
during someone's lifetime.
Scientists are clear about some things, such as that chemicals in tobacco
smoke cause mutations in lung cells that lead to lung cancers, or that ultraviolet
light triggers mutations in skin cells that lead to skin cancers. But they have yet
to figure out the biological processes that cause mutations behind most
common cancers.
"We're beginning to know quite a lot about what the consequences of those
mutations are. But actually we have a really rudimentary understanding of what
is causing the mutations in the first place," said Mike Stratton, the Sanger
Institute's director and the lead researcher on this study.
"And after all, the things that are causing those mutations are the causes of
cancer."
The team analyzed the genetic codes of 7,042 cases of cancer in people from
around the world, covering 30 different types of the disease, to see if they could
find patterns, or signatures, of mutational processes. They discovered that all
the cancers contained two or more signatures - a finding that shows the variety
of processes that work together when a cancer develops.
They also found that different cancers have different numbers of mutational
processes. While two mutational processes underlie the development of ovarian
cancer, there are six behind the development of liver cancer, the researchers
said. And some signatures are found in multiple cancer types, while others are
only found in one type. Out of the 30 cancers, 25 had signatures from
mutational processes linked to ageing.
Source: Reuters

3.1.4 Humboldt Foundation Attracts EUR 7 Million in EU Funding
The Alexander von Humboldt Foundation has attracted approximately 7 million
EUR in European Union (EU) funding, which it will use to finance additional
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measures to make the Foundation’s Georg Forster Research Fellowships more
attractive.
The Georg Forster Fellowship Programme is aimed at researchers from
developing and transition countries, and funds research projects that contribute
to transferring knowledge or methods to their respective home countries and
thereby strengthen science and research in these countries. The programme is
financed by the Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development
(Bundesministerium für wirtschaftliche Zusammenarbeit und Entwicklung,
BMZ).
The additional EU funds will be used to add the option of a subsidy for pension
provision in order to compensate for disadvantages associated with a fellowship
compared to an employment contract. A bridging grant to cover periods of
unemployment in Germany will be introduced for the same purpose.
The fellowship will also provide improved family benefits such as a lump sum of
at least EUR 400 for fellows who bring their children to Germany with them.
Moreover, a subsidy towards childcare costs will help improve the balance
between research work and family life. Alternatively, fellows who care
themselves for children under the age of twelve while working on their research
project will have the option to extend their fellowship by up to twelve months.
The funding from the EU will run until 2018. This is the second time that the
Foundation has successfully participated in a Europe-wide competition for funds
from the Marie Curie Co-funding of Regional, National and International
Programmes (COFUND): from 2009 to 2012, EUR 5 million from COFUND
enabled the Foundation to award approximately 100 additional research
fellowships.
Source: humbold-foundation.de

3.1.5 European Commission Announces EUR 13.7 Million Boost
to Cross-Border Digital Public Services
Following the successful collaboration between EU Member States, industry,
national administrations, academia, the private sector and local communities on
a series of projects to make living, working, travelling, studying and doing
business across borders easier, the European Commission is making a EUR
13.7 million investment to further develop cross-border digital public services.
The new "e-SENS" project (Electronic Simple European Networked Services)
will help develop digital public services which make it easier for companies to
do business in their own Member State and elsewhere in the EU -including
setting up a company, fulfilling legal requirements and taking part in public
tenders. It will also link up national digital services for citizens who visit a
different Member State on holiday, or for work or study.
Neelie Kroes, Vice President of the European Commission said: "Enabling the
many digital public services which we have across Europe to work together in a
secure and efficient way is a win-win for everyone: governments can make the
best of their on-line strategies; businesses can cut the costs of doing business
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in the single market; and citizens have less bureaucracy to deal with as they
move around Europe."
Source: European Commission

3.1.6 A Hypnotic Suggestion can Generate True and Automatic
Hallucinations
A multidisciplinary group of researchers from Finland (University of Turku and
University of Helsinki) and Sweden (University of Skövde) has now found
evidence that hypnotic suggestion can modify processing of a targeted stimulus
before it reaches consciousness. The experiments show that it is possible to
hypnotically modulate even highly automatic features of perception, such as
colour experience. The results are presented in two articles published in PLoS
ONE and International Journal of Clinical and Experimental Hypnosis. The
Finnish part of the research is funded by the Academy of Finland.
The nature of hypnotically suggested changes in perception has been one of
the main topics of controversy during the history of hypnosis. The major current
theories of hypnosis hold that we always actively use our own imagination to
bring about the effects of a suggestion. For example the occurrence of visual
hallucinations always requires active use of goal directed imagery and can be
experienced both with and without hypnosis.
The study published in PLoS ONE was done with two very highly hypnotizable
participants who can be hypnotized and dehypnotized by just using a one-word
cue.
The researchers measured brains oscillatory activity from the EEG in response
to briefly displayed series of red or blue shapes (squares, triangles or circles).
The participants were hypnotized and given a suggestion that certain shapes
always have a certain color (e.g. all squares are always red). Participant TS-H
reported constantly experiencing a change in colour immediately when a
suggested shape appeared on the screen (e.g. seeing a red square when the
real color was blue). The researchers found that this experience was
accompanied with enhanced high-frequency brain activity already 1/10 second
after the stimulus appeared and it was only seen in response to the shapes
mentioned in the suggestion. The second participant did not experience the
color change or the enhanced activity. However, she reported a peculiar feeling
when a suggestion-relevant shape was presented: “Sometimes I saw a shape
that was red but my brain told me it had a different colour”.
This enhanced oscillatory brain activity is proposed to reflect automatic
comparison of input to memory representations. In this case the hypnotic
suggestion “all squares are red” led to a memory trace that was automatically
activated when a square was presented. Furthermore, for the participant TS-H
the effect was strong enough to override the real color of the square. The
matching must have occurred preconsciously because of the early timing of the
effect and the immediacy of the color change. Also, both participants reported
having performed under posthypnotic amnesia without conscious memory of the
suggestions.
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Source: Academy of Finland

3.1.7 Breaking Up the Superbugs’ Party:
The fight against antibiotic-resistant superbugs has taken a step forward thanks
to a new discovery by scientists at The University of Nottingham.
A BBSRC-funded multi-disciplinary research team at the University's Centre for
Biomolecular Sciences has uncovered a new way of inhibiting the toxicity and
virulence of the notorious superbug, Pseudomonas aeruginosa.
These bacteria are resistant to many conventional antibiotics. It is almost
impossible to eradicate P. aeruginosa from the lungs of people with cystic
fibrosis and is therefore a leading cause of death among sufferers. The bug also
causes a wide range of infections particularly among hospital patients.
The new discovery concerns the bacterial cells' ability to 'talk' to each other by
producing and sensing small chemical signal molecules. This is called 'quorum
sensing' (QS) and enables a population of individual bacteria to act socially
rather than as individuals. QS allows a population of bacteria to assess their
numerical strength and make a decision only when the population is 'quorate'.
The mechanism through which QS signals work is by activating gene
expression upon interaction of a QS signal molecule with a receptor protein. In
many disease-causing bacteria, QS controls genes which are essential for
infection. These genes code for virulence factors such as toxins which cause
damage to host tissues and the immune system. Interfering with the QS
signalling process blocks bacterial virulence and renders bacteria unable to
cause infection. Consequently QS systems are molecular targets for the
development of new anti-infective drugs which do not kill bacteria but instead
block their ability to cause disease.
In a study published in the journal PLOS Pathogens, the Nottingham team has
described how they solved the 3D structure of a receptor protein called PqsR
used by P. aeruginosa to sense alkyl quinolone QS signal molecules so that
they could visualize the shape of the QS signal molecule-binding site within the
PqsR protein.
Source: BBSRC

3.1.8 A Cost-Effective Solution to Monitoring and Diagnosing
Sleeping Disorders
The development of cost-effective 'smartwatch' software could have dramatic
implications for patients with sleeping disorders. By enabling medical staff to
more accurately monitor sleeping patterns - and therefore diagnose tailored
therapies - the lives of thousands of sufferers could be improved.
Chronic sleep deprivation is a serious problem. It has been linked to long-term
health issues such as diabetes, high blood pressure and heart disease, and
recent studies suggest that it is chronic sleep deficit, and not stress, that is the
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real cause of burnout. Up until now however, bespoke intelligent watches used
to monitor patients in medical studies have been very expensive, and doctors
have been somewhat limited to analysing data once a week in the lab.
In response, researchers at the Fraunhofer Institute for Computer Graphics
Research IGD in Germany recently developed software that enables
commercially available smartwatches to be used in sleep research. A
smartwatch is similar to a smartphone in that it tells the time and allows wearers
to check their text messages and e-mails, but can also feature sensors. This
makes them hugely exciting to scientists working in the field of sleep research.
The software developed by Fraunhofer researchers helps to detect anomalies in
sleep as soon as they occur, by comparing movements of the watch wearer to
normal sleeping and waking patterns. The sensors can even register micromovements triggered by breathing. This data can be sent straight from their
home to the lab via the smartwatch's radio module. In effect, the smartwatch
acts as a sort of digital sleep diary, enabling the doctor to accurately diagnose
any disorder and choose the right therapy.
The next step for researchers is to detect unconsciousness in sleep, an
important issue that can affect diabetics and epileptics. Type 1 diabetes patients
quite frequently fall into a state of hypoglycemia (low blood sugar) during the
night, which can result in the patient entering a life-threatening diabetic coma.
New software could be installed in the smartwatch capable of triggering an
alarm in such situations, notifying family members or the patient's doctor.
Other potential benefits from the smartwatch software have been identified.
Homeowners who habitually fall asleep in front of the television for example
could save on their electricity bills if they happen to be wearing a smartwatch
capable of switching off the TV via a radio signal. Researchers are also
examining the potential of using this technology to turn off other household
objects such as alarm systems, wireless internet routers and lights.
Source: CORDIS

3.1.9 Six EU Member States Among the World's 10 Most
Innovative
Six European Union Member States are in the top ten list of the 10 most
innovative nations (Sweden (2), United Kingdom (3), Netherlands (4), Finland
(6), Denmark (9), Ireland (10)), while Switzerland retained its place atop the
rankings in the Global Innovation Index (GII) 2013, published by Cornell
University, INSEAD, and the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO).
The index was submitted, for the third consecutive year, to an independent
statistical audit by the Joint Research Centre (JRC). The JRC
recommendations, which aimed to ensure the overall conceptual and statistical
coherence of the GII 2013, were taken into account in the final computation of
the rankings.
The GII 2013 looked at 142 economies around the world, using 84 indicators
including the quality of top universities, availability of microfinance, venture
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capital deals - gauging both innovation capabilities and measurable results.
Published annually since 2007, the GII has become a chief benchmarking tool
for business executives, policy makers and others seeking insight into the state
of innovation around the world.
Source: iprhelpdesk.eu

3.1.10 NUI Maynooth Research Team Identifies Breakthrough for
Inflammatory Bowel Disease
A research team at the National University of Ireland, Maynooth, has made a
breakthrough discovery by identifying a protein ‘Pellino3’ that may protect
against inflammatory bowel diseases such as Crohn’s disease. The research
findings have been accepted and published in the prestigious ‘Nature
Immunology’ journal.
The research team led by Professor Paul Moynagh, Head of Department of
Biology and Director of the Institute of Immunology at NUI Maynooth with
support from collaborators in Trinity College Dublin and University College Cork,
has discovered a crucial role for a protein, Pellino3, in controlling unwanted
inflammation in the intestine and therefore protecting against the development
of Crohn’s disease. According to the Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation of America, 1
in 200 Americans struggle with Inflammatory Bowel Disease, while in Europe it
is estimated that upward of two million are suffering with it.
Inflammation is the body’s response to disease-causing micro-organisms. This
involves the movement of white blood cells from vessels into the infected tissue
where invading micro-organisms are destroyed. However the recruitment of
white blood cells into tissues needs to be tightly controlled since prolonged
tissue infiltration of these cells will lead to damage to normal healthy tissue. This
will manifest as chronic inflammatory diseases with the symptoms of the
disease being dependent on the site of inflammation.
When chronic inflammation occurs in the intestine, this can lead to conditions
known as inflammatory bowel diseases of which Crohn’s disease is an
especially debilitating strand. The team at NUI Maynooth has discovered that
the levels of Pellino3 are dramatically reduced in Crohn’s disease patients,
which is a major advance in the understanding of inflammatory diseases of the
digestive system. The team is now building on these findings and aims to use
Pellino3 as the basis for a new diagnostic for Crohn’s disease and as a target in
the design of drugs to treat this incurable disease.
Source: sfi

3.1.11 GBP 93 Million Package of Support Announced for UK’s
Health Industries
Innovative business and academic projects from across the UK’s health sector
will benefit from a new GPB 93.2 million package of support announced today
by Universities and Science Minister David Willetts.
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The investment includes GBP 25.9 million from Round 3 of the Biomedical
Catalyst – a programme of public funding jointly managed by the Medical
Research Council (MRC) and the Technology Strategy Board. Five universities
and 29 companies will receive investment from the Catalyst.
As part of the recent Government’s Spending Review in June 2013, it was
announced that there will be additional support for the Catalyst. Academic
researchers and businesses can continue to apply for additional funding
through the MRC and the Technology Strategy Board in Round 4 of the
Biomedical Catalyst, which is now open.
In a further boost to the biomedical industry, a new GBP 38 million National
Biologics Manufacturing Centre (NBMC) will be based in Darlington. The centre,
funded through investment announced as part of the life sciences strategy, will
be a national base for the manufacturing of biological medicines such as
antibodies and vaccines.
To complete the package of support, a further GBP 29.3 million of investment in
healthcare innovation has been announced through three Technology Strategy
Board-led funding competitions. These will support businesses in areas such as
stratified medicine and regenerative medicine.
Source: Medical Research Council

3.2 ASEAN
3.2.1 Singapore: Unexpected Synergy Between Two CancerLinked Proteins Offers Hope for Personalised Cancer
Therapy
A team of scientists led by Associate Professor Zeng Qi from A*STAR’s Institute
of Molecular and Cell Biology (IMCB) have discovered a new biomarker which
will help physicians predict how well cancer patients respond to cancer drugs.
Having the means to identify patients who are most likely to benefit from
currently available cancer drugs not only reduces substantially the healthcare
cost for the patient, it could mean saving precious lives by getting the right
drugs to the right patient at the onset of the treatment. This study published and
featured on August cover of the Journal of Clinical Investigation will boost the
development of personalised medicine in cancer care and therapy.
Metastasis is the rapid and uncontrollable spread of cancer cells from the
primary tumour to other parts of the body. It is often the leading cause of death
in cancer patients. Increasingly, there is evidence to show that in many cancers
that have metastasised, a protein called PRL-3 is often found to be present at
unusually high levels. Since it was first identified in 1998 by Associate Professor
Zeng, several other research groups have found evidence to support the strong
link between elevated levels of PRL-3 protein and the metastasis of aggressive
cancers in the lung, liver, colon and breast. This cancer-promoting action of
PRL-3 makes it an ideal target for cancer diagnostics and treatment.
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In this study, the IMCB team discovered a curious synergy between PRL-3 and
EGFR, another well-known cancer-linked protein frequently associated with
breast and lung cancers in humans. They found that cancer cells with higher
levels of PRL-3 not only hyperactivate EGFR, but also develop an ‘addiction’ for
it to survive. Consequently, by suppressing EGFR activity with EGFR inhibitor
drugs, the scientists observed that cancer cells with higher levels of PRL-3 were
more rapidly destroyed. To validate these findings in humans, the team
collaborated with Associate Professor Wee Joo Chng from the National
University Health System to run an analysis on pre-existing clinical data of
colorectal cancer patients. The results confirmed that patients who respond
better to EGFR inhibitor drugs were those suffering from cancers with
abnormally high levels of PRL-3.
Source: A*STAR

3.2.2 Thailand: NANOTEC celebrates 10th anniversary
th

NANOTEC celebrated its 10 Anniversary with a panel discussion on
“Inspiration for Nanotechnology development” and contributions from the
founding researchers of institute in 2003. “NANOTEC has come a long way
since 2003 and several accomplishments have come to bear” said Prof.
Sirirurg. “In the area of human resource, we have successfully up our research
pool to over 100 researchers and assistant researchers, carrying out research
at our headquarters at Thailand Science Park. This is equivalent to 70% of the
total NANOTEC staff. With regards to publication, our researchers have
published a total of 357 international publications. This is considered a
significant number given our researcher pool”.
Source: NANOTEC

3.2.3 Thailand: Institutes Join Forces to Boost Nation's Railway
Technology
The Thailand Advanced Institute of Science and Technology (THAIST) has
joined forces with 19 institutes and universities to help develop the country's
manpower and rail-transportation technology.
Once the government's Bt 2.2-trillion infrastructure overhaul is implemented,
there will be a demand for 17,220 engineers and technicians, THAIST chief,
Prof Wanlop Surakampontorn, said, citing a study conducted by the Science
Technology and Innovation Association of Thailand (STIA).
Wanlop said the infrastructure overhaul included the development of rail
transport, such as extending the airport rail-link from Suvarnabhumi Airport to
Chon Buri, starting three high-speed lines between Bangkok, Chiang Mai,
Nakhon Ratchasima and Hua Hin as well as 10 electric train routes in Greater
Bangkok. About Bt1.66 trillion has been earmarked for these projects, which
should be completed within four years.
Pointing out that one of the key factors that dampened the country's success in
railway technology was the shortage of manpower, Wanlop cited an STIA study
showing that only about 2,000 engineers and technicians would be needed in
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2015 should the infrastructure overhaul not be implemented. However, if it is
implemented the demand for engineers and technicians will rise to 17,220.
In order to meet this need, manpower development projects have been put in
place as follows:
Firstly, the STIA joined the National Science and Technology Development
Agency (NSTDA) to train engineers on rail-transport engineering and has so far
produced 30 graduates in the first batch, 34 in the second batch and 34 more
are being trained in the third batch.
Secondly, STIA and five universities - Chulalongkorn, King Mongkut's Institute
of Technology Ladkrabang (KMITL), King Mongkut's University of Technology
Thonburi (KMUTT), Rajamangala University of Technology Thanyaburi and
Mahidol - have been formulating a curriculum on rail-transport engineering.
Thirdly, STIA and KMUTT have created a curriculum for a high vocational
certificate on rail systems, and are also mentoring the Nakhon Pathom
Technical College, Samut Songkhram Technical College and Siam Technology
College to provide such courses.
THAIST has also joined with KMITL to develop a curriculum of technology in
high-speed train and electrical vehicles, with the first bachelor's degree course
being launched this year with 49 students. KMITL lecturer Nattawut
Lewpiriyawong said the 49 rail-transport engineering students would learn how
to use a vibration checker, how to check for railway cracks by using Phased
Array Ultrasonic devices, as well as learn about the direct current (DC) and
alternating current (AC) motors. The students would be required to complete an
internship at rail-transport companies every year, he said.
This programme would focus on analysis and problem solving, while the high
vocational certificate programme would focus on techniques and hardware.
As for rail-transport management subjects to be introduced at Mahidol
University in November, Waressara Weerawat, director of the university's
Logistics Innovation Centre, said they would focus on basics of railway system,
project management and apply the knowledge in case studies.
Source: THE NATION

3.2.4 Singapore: New Strategy to Disarm the Dengue Virus
Brings New Hope for a Universal Dengue Vaccine
A new strategy that cripples the ability of the dengue virus to escape the host
immune system has been discovered by A*STAR’s Singapore Immunology
Network (SIgN). This breakthrough strategy opens a door of hope to what may
become the world’s first universal dengue vaccine candidate that can give full
protection from all four serotypes of the dreadful virus. This research done in
collaboration with Singapore’s Novartis Institute of Tropical Diseases (NITD)
and Beijing Institute of Microbiology and Epidemiology is published in the
PlosPathogens journal, and is also supported by Singapore STOP Dengue
Translational and Clinical Research (TCR) Programme grant.
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Early studies have shown that a sufficiently weakened virus that is still strong
enough to generate protective immune response offers the best hope for an
effective vaccine. However, over the years of vaccine development, scientists
have learnt that the path to finding a virus of appropriate strength is fraught with
challenges. This hurdle is compounded by the complexity of the dengue virus.
Even though there are only four different serotypes, the fairly high rates of
mutation means the virus evolve constantly, and this contributes to the great
diversity of the dengue viruses circulating globally. Furthermore, in some cases,
the immune response developed following infection by one of the four dengue
viruses appears to increase the risk of severe dengue when the same individual
is infected with any of the remaining three viruses. With nearly half the world’s
population at risk of dengue infection and an estimated 400 million people
getting infected each year, the need for a safe and long-lasting vaccine has
never been greater.
The new strategy uncovered in this study overcomes the prevailing challenges
of vaccine development by tackling the virus’ ability to ‘hide’ from the host
immune system. Dengue virus requires the enzyme called MTase (also known
as 2’-O-methyltransferase) to chemically modify its genetic material to escape
detection. In this study, the researchers discovered that by introducing a genetic
mutation to deactivate the MTase enzyme of the virus, initial cells infected by
the weakened MTase mutant virus is immediately recognised as foreign. As a
result, the desired outcome of a strong protective immune response is triggered
yet at the same time the mutant virus hardly has a chance to spread in the host.
Source: A*STAR

3.2.5 ASEAN: Three Member Countries Join Forces to Boost
Vocational Education Programmes
Three ASEAN countries have embarked on a plan to develop a vocationaleducation programme that will prepare graduates for work in any of their
territories.
"Their degrees and skills will be officially recognised in Thailand, Laos and
Vietnam alike," Office of Vocational Education Commission secretary-general
Dr Chaiprug Sereerak said during a recent trip to Laos.
He said the three countries have shared very similar problems when it comes to
vocational education. For example, vocational training is not popular among
youths. They also lack adequate teaching staff and modern equipment.
Moreover, most - if not all - of their brightest students prefer to enter generaleducation programmes.
Chaiprug said the three countries were aware of their shared problems and of
the need to prepare themselves - including their vocational-education
programmes - for the ASEAN Economic Community (AEC), which will begin in
2015.
After all 10 ASEAN nations become a single market there will be a free flow of
labour.
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Chaiprug also said that efforts to make the degrees of educational institutes in
ASEAN countries valid in other parts of the region should involve all 10 ASEAN
members. "But now, we will begin with three countries first," he said, "The goal
for the tri-nation vocational-education programme is that it produces graduates
who can work in any of the three countries, Thailand, Laos and Vietnam."
Relevant officials from Laos and Cambodia will come to Thailand this month to
discuss subjects to be included in the programme. The chosen subjects must
respond to the needs of all three nations. "Our programme will have the
students sit classes in other countries too," Chaiprug disclosed.
He expected the programme to recruit between 20 and 30 students in the
beginning.
Thailand and Laos have already been working quite closely together in the area
of vocational education. At least 12 of their vocational colleges have now
become sister colleges. The Khammouane Technical Vocational School, for
example, is a sister college of the Nakhon Phanom Technology and
Management College.
Nouphanh Outsa, director-general of Laos' Department of Technical and
Vocational Education, said vocational education was important to all developing
countries.
"The Laotian government has therefore given priority to the promotion of
vocational education today," he said.
According to Nouphanh, the Laotian government has approved a bigger budget
for vocational-education programmes. "Students in fields like woodwork,
construction, the food industry and agriculture don't need to pay tuition fees.
The government also offers them monthly salaries during their studies,"
Nouphanh said.
However, he admitted there was still a lot of room for improvement.
"Problems with the quality of teachers and teaching techniques are still there,"
he said, adding that the availability of teaching materials was also very limited.
This made it hard to arrange practice sessions for vocational students.
Source: THE NATION

3.2.6 Singapore: NTU and Rolls-Royce in SD 75 Million Tie-Up
Eight years after their first research partnership, Nanyang Technological
University (NTU) and Rolls-Royce are taking their research alliance to greater
heights with a new multi-million dollar collaboration.
The centrepiece is the Rolls-Royce@NTU Corporate Lab, which was launched
today at a joint investment of SD 75 million by NTU, Rolls-Royce and the
National Research Foundation, Prime Minister’s Office, Singapore.
This unique research tie-up will kick start 32 new projects over the next five
years, tripling the existing number of projects between Rolls-Royce and NTU.
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The Rolls-Royce@NTU Corporate Lab is the first of its kind in the world with a
university, focusing on three core research areas – Electrical Power and Control
Systems, Manufacturing and Repair Technologies and Computational
Engineering.
It is also the first lab to be supported under the National Research Foundation’s
newly launched Corp Lab @ University scheme.
Research in these fields are aimed at inventing more efficient and reliable
energy delivery systems, developing innovative manufacturing technologies to
complement more robust power systems, and extracting information from
equipment and processes so that operators can make timely and informed
business critical decisions.
Source: NTU

3.2.7 Malaysia: Scientists Find Genetic Fix for Oil Palm Yields
Scientists have identified a gene critical to improving the yield of palm oil, which
could lead to a reduction in the industry's deforestation.
The researchers analysed the genome sequences of the African oil palm
(Elaeis guineensis) and South American oil palm (Elaeis oleifera) to produce
maps of their genes. They found the 'shell' gene, which is responsible for the
fruit's thickness, size and oil content.
The research, carried out by scientists from the Malaysian Palm Oil Board
(MPOB) and Orion Genomics, was published last month (24 July) in Nature.
Versions of the gene control whether the oil palm fruit is one of three forms:
thick-shelled dura, which produces low yields; shell-less pisifera; or the highyielding, thin-shelled form called tenera.
Rajinder Singh, head of MPOB genomics unit, says that the scientists used
assisted breeding to produce plants that produce tenera fruit.
"The impact to the oil palm industry will be quite significant. The 'shell' gene is
an important molecular tool to improve the efficiency of the oil palm breeding
programmes to develop new and improved planting materials. The genome
sequence also lays the foundation for the identification of other important yield
and quality traits such as disease resistance," he adds.
The discovery will help plantation owners to increase the yield of palm oil per
hectare, indirectly aiding rainforest conservation efforts. Malaysian conservation
laws have restricted any further expansion of agricultural lands to ensure that
50 per cent of the country's land area remains as virgin rainforests.
"With better breeding materials, it will hopefully stabilise yield, especially for
smallholders, who are far more vulnerable to changing conditions. Hopefully,
this will encourage them to obey the law and not encroach further on the
rainforest," says Robert Martienssen, scientific co-founder of Orion Genomics.
Palm oil is commonly used as cooking oil and an important source of biodiesel.
It has been the focus of research and development by the Malaysian
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government since 2006, and it has been predicted that insights into the oil palm
genome will double production from Malaysia.
Malaysia is the world's second largest exporter of palm oil with 18 million tonnes
of palm oil products exported in 2011.
The researchers said that the new tenera 'super seeds' will be available almost
immediately as they are able to incorporate their findings into their breeding
program. However, they say, producing a new breed with other characteristics
will require more time.
Source: Sci Dev Net

3.2.8 Singapore: Swedish Professor Speeds Up Search for New
Drugs
The search for new drugs, including those for cancer, is set to speed up thanks
to a new research technique invented by scientists at the Nanyang
Technological University (NTU).
Named the “Cellular Thermal Shift Assay” (CETSA), scientists can now know
for sure if a drug had reached its target protein in the body, which is a critical
step in determining the effectiveness of most medicines.
Presently, scientists can only hypothesise if a drug has indeed reached its
target protein, leading to expensive and prolonged drug development process.
CETSA will help scientists take out much of the usual trial-and-error guesswork
from the drug development equation.
This research breakthrough was recently published in Science, one of the
world’s top scientific journals.
Most drugs operate by binding to one or more proteins, which ‘blocks’ the
proteins’ function. Scientists around the world face two common bottlenecks:
how to identify the right proteins to target and how to design drug molecules
which are able to efficiently seek out and bind to these proteins.
CETSA’s inventor, Professor Pär Nordlund from NTU’s School of Biological
Sciences, said their new method will not only ease the two bottlenecks, but also
has important applications in monitoring a patient’s progress, for example,
during cancer treatment.
“With CETSA, we can in principle determine which drug and treatment regime is
most effective at targeting the proteins in the tumour in cancer patients, and
monitor when resistance is developing,” says Prof Nordlund.
Source: NTU
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4 Grants & Fellowships
4.1 International Cooperation Opportunities in FP7 for
ASEAN Countries
DG Research and Innovation has published tailored presentations for various
world regions, highlighting the key areas of FP7 with a focus on international
cooperation and specific opportunities for ASEAN countries.
Further information can be found here:
DG Research & Innovation: International Cooperation
ASEAN

4.2 Update on European Research Council (ERC) Calls
for Proposals (2014)
As the EU’s Seventh Research Framework Programme (FP7) will finish at the
end of this year, the main ERC calls for proposals within FP7 are now closed.
The next ERC calls will be made under the future programme, “Horizon 2020”,
that will take over from FP7 for 2014 to 2020. However, “Horizon 2020” has not
yet been adopted. As is normally the case during the transition from one
framework programme to another, the schedule for the next ERC calls (and
ERC Work Programme) is very likely to differ from previous years. The
provisional schedule for the new calls (ERC Work Programme 2014) could
be published in late 2013; however, this is on a purely indicative basis.

4.3 Open Calls in the 7th Framework Programme (FP7)
Below is a list of all currently open calls in each strand of FP7. The work
programmes for 2013 can be found here: CORDIS
You can also find a good overview of upcoming calls at EURESEARCH, the
platform on European research by the Swiss National Science Foundation
(SNSF).

4.3.1 COOPERATION
Four open calls remain in the Cooperation strand of FP7:
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Field

Call Identifier

Call Title

Deadline

1

Food, Agriculture
and Fisheries, and
Biotechnology

FP7-KBBE-2013FEEDTRIALS

FEEDTRIALS
2013

2

Information
and
Communication
Technologies

FP7-2013-ICT-FI

"Future Internet"-2013

2013-12-10

3

Joint Technology
Initiatives

IMI-CALL-2013-9

IMI 9th Call

2013-10-09

4

Joint Technology
Initiatives

SP1-JTI-CS-201302

Clean Sky JTI 2013-02

2013-10-22

KBBE

2013-10-01

Currently no forthcoming calls remain in the Cooperation strand of FP7:
Further information: Cooperation

4.3.2 IDEAS
1 open call remains in the Ideas strand of FP7.

1

Call Identifier

Call Title

Publication Date

Deadline

ERC-2013-PoC

Calls for proposals
for ERC Proof of
Concept Grant

2013-01-10

2013-10-03

Further information: IDEAS
For more general information for non-European researchers in the ERC’s
grants: http://erc.europa.eu/non-european-researchers

4.3.3 PEOPLE
4 open calls remain in the People strand of FP7.

1

Call
Identifier

Call Title

Publication
Date

Cut-off Date

Deadline

FP7PEOPLE2013-CIG

MARIE
CURIE
CAREER
INTEGRATION
GRANTS (CIG)

2012-10-18

2013-09-18

2013-09-18

Further information: PEOPLE
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4.3.4 CAPACITIES
1 open call remains in the Capacities strand of FP7.

1

Call Identifier

Call Title

Publication Date

Deadline

FP7-CDRPWomenInnovators

EU Prize for Women
Innovators 2014

2012-07-10

2013-10-15

Further information: CAPACITIES

4.4 Germany: Humboldt Fellowships
The German Humboldt Foundation offers a number of fellowships and awards
for researchers at different stages in their careers. Applications for the following
programmes can be made at any time.

4.4.1 Humboldt
Research
Researchers

Fellowship

for

Postdoctoral

The fellowship is open to researchers from abroad with above average
qualifications who are at the beginning of their academic career and who have
completed their doctorate in the last four years. A Humboldt Research
Fellowship for postdoctoral researchers allows for carrying out a long-term
research project (6-24 months) that is selected by the fellows in cooperation
with an academic host at a research institution in Germany.
Further information: Humboldt Fellowships for Postdocs

4.4.2 Humboldt
Research
Researchers

Fellowship

for

Experienced

For researchers from abroad with above average qualifications who completed
their doctorate less than twelve years ago and work at least at the level of
Assistant Professor or Junior Research Group Leader or have a record of
several years of independent academic work. A Humboldt Research Fellowship
for experienced researchers allows for carrying out a long-term research project
(6-18 months) that is selected by the fellow in cooperation with an academic
host at a research institution in Germany.
Further information: Humboldt Fellowship for Experienced Researchers

4.4.3 Georg Forster Research Fellowship for Postdoctoral
Researchers
Open to researchers from developing countries with above average
qualifications who are at the beginning of their academic career and who have
completed their doctorate in the last four years. A Georg Forster Research
Fellowship for postdoctoral researchers allows for carrying out a long-term
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research project (6−24 months) selected by the fellow in cooperation with an
academic host at a research institution in Germany.
Further information: Georg Forster Research Fellowship for Postdoctoral
Researchers

4.5 Austria: Institute of Science and Technology,
ISTFELLOW
IST Austria in Vienna has set up a programme for exceptional postdoctoral
researchers partially funded by the European Union, ISTFELLOW. The
programme will fund 40 fellows for a period of two years each. ISTFELLOW is
open to qualified applicants from all over the world who are interested in
spending the postdoctoral stage of their scientific research career at IST
Austria. As the research portfolio of the Institute continues to branch out into
other areas in the coming years, including physics, chemistry, and mathematics,
so will the ISTFELLOW programme. ISTFELLOW will give preference to
scientists who have a strong interest in cross-disciplinary approaches.
Applications will be accepted at any time, but fellows will be selected twice a
year in October and April. The deadlines for each selection are the 15th of
September and March. Applicants must have the support of one or more
members of the IST Austria faculty who will host them in their research group.
Application deadline: 15 September 2013, 15 March 2014
Further information: ISTFELLOW

4.6 EMBO Funding for Courses & Workshops
Biannual selection by a committee of members of the European Molecular
Biology Organization (EMBO) ensures the consistent high quality and novelty of
EMBO-funded courses, workshops and conferences. The commitment of the
scientific organizers guarantees the long-term success of the programme to
inform and train researchers at all career stages. With over 80 meetings
attracting more than 8,000 participants every year, EMBO offers the largest
number of scientific training events in Europe. Funding is available for
conference series, workshops, practical courses and symposia as well as
plenary lectures. EMBO assists organizers with websites, posters and
registration.
Further information: EMBO Courses & Workshops

4.7 France/Singapore: MERLION 2013
The Merlion programme is a joint Franco-Singaporean collaboration aimed at
creating and strengthening scientific co-operation between the two countries.
Projects are selected through a call such as this.
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Applications must be made jointly by both the French and Singaporean
partners. This call and the subsequent support for the selected projects aim to
create or strengthen existing scientific co-operation between France and
Singapore. Submitted projects must be joint research projects involving a
French and a Singaporean partner. Therefore, the aim of this eighth call for
proposals is :


To provide support for joint scientific and technological projects,



To enable scientists to meet and discuss on future collaborative
projects,



To encourage the creation of research laboratories jointly run by France
and Singapore, such as IPAL, SONDRA or CINTRA, the creation of
startups and facilitating technology transfer.

Deadline for applications: 30 September 2013
Further information: MERLION 2013

4.8 Switzerland: PostDoc Scholarships by the University
of Fribourg
For researchers at the PostDoc level. The scholarships are granted to foreign
students (living abroad) who would like to undertake research at the PostDoc
level.
Deadlined for applications: 30 September 2013, 28 February 2014
More information: University of Fribourg

4.9 Luxembourg: National Research Fund: AFR PhD
and PostDoc Grant Scheme 2013-2
The Fonds National de la Recherche Luxembourg (FNR) established the
national research grant scheme AFR (Aides à la Formation-Recherche) to
support PhD and postdoctoral researchers in Luxembourg and abroad. By
providing individual fellowships, the FNR wants to support research training that
clearly advances the beneficiary’s own career. The project should be in-line with
the research objectives of the hosting research group and useful to the
Luxembourg R&D setting.
The FNR offers doctoral research grants for up to four years (3+1) and
postdoctoral research grants for up to two years. The FNR actively encourages
the conclusion of employment contracts between AFR beneficiaries and their
host institutions, thereby giving the beneficiaries access to full social security
coverage including health and pension insurances. Stipends without
employment contracts are only awarded in exceptional cases.

August 2013 | Issue 30 | Page 37 of 57

EURAXESS LINKS ASEAN
Following two successful applications under the Marie-Curie-Actions of the
European Commission (FP7-People-Cofund) in 2008 and 2010, the European
Commission financially supports the AFR Postdoc scheme for the period 20092014. All AFR Postdoc grantees eligible for Marie-Curie Cofunding are hence in
addition fellows of the highly-esteemed Marie-Curie Scheme.
Deadline for submissions: 10 September 2013
Further information: AFR-PHD 2013-2

4.10 France/Italy: 2013 Agropolis Fondation - Cariplo
Joint Call for Proposals for Ceres Initiative
Referred to as the Ceres Initiative, this second Joint Call for Proposals (CfP) is
being made within the framework of the Partnership Agreement between
Agropolis Fondation and Fondazione Cariplo.
Given that the initial collaboration between the two foundations focused on rice,
the current CfP shall cover all cereals other than rice except in cases where rice
is included for comparative and multi-crop studies. This call may also consider
the use of model plants for comparative approaches provided that the project is
dedicated to crops of socio-economic interest.
This joint call will fund collaborative research projects jointly performed by
researchers from France, Italy, as well as from emerging or developing
countries.
Deadline for submissions: 13 September 2013
Further information: Ceres Initiative

4.11 UK: Joint Global Health Trials Scheme – Launch of
Fourth Call for Proposals
The UK Department for International Development, the Medical Research
Council and the Wellcome Trust are pleased to jointly announce the launch of
the fourth call for proposals under this initiative to fund global health trials.
DfID, MRC and the Wellcome Trust each have a strong history of supporting
research that aims to improve health in low and middle income countries. The
three partner agencies share the view that in order to have maximum impact on
health we need to work together to provide evidence of the best, and most
appropriate interventions. Pooling resources brings the necessary funds and
experience together to achieve implementable results which address health
problems affecting low and middle income countries. Together we will invest up
to a total of £15 million for the fourth call to be launched under the joint global
health trials partnership.
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The purpose of this scheme is to provide funding for the best proposals to
generate new knowledge about interventions that will contribute to the
improvement of health in low and middle income countries.
The programme will give priority to proposals that are likely to produce
implementable results and that are designed to address the major causes of
mortality or morbidity in low and middle income countries.
This scheme is primarily focused on late stage (equivalent to phase III/IV*)
clinical and health intervention trials evaluating efficacy and effectiveness. The
scheme is aimed at funding Randomised Controlled Trials (RCTs), although
other types of methodologies may be used alongside the RCT to explore
implementation and operational issues. In certain circumstances researchers
may wish to propose methods other than an RCT; if this is the case the reasons
for adopting a different method must be clarified in the proposal.
*Please note that this scheme will not include support for registration of
pharmaceutical products.
Phase IIb trials of major relevance to the objectives of this scheme may be
permitted. If you are considering submitting a phase IIb trial, please consult one
of the partner agencies involved for further guidance.
The scheme is open to the best proposals which address any major health
related problem affecting low and middle income countries, particularly those
that affect the most vulnerable populations. Although the breadth of the scheme
is deliberately wide, we particularly welcome proposals for research into chronic
non-communicable diseases, in recognition of the increasing burden of these
conditions in low and middle income countries. We also welcome innovative
proposals which address reproductive, maternal and newborn health.
The scope of the scheme encompasses interventions of all kinds, including, but
not limited to, behavioural interventions, complex interventions, disease
management, drugs, vaccines, hygiene and diagnostic strategies.
The scheme is targeted at trials led by academic groups, and not at trials led by
commercial companies or product development partnerships (PDPs). However,
applications are welcome from investigators from academic institutions who
wish to collaborate with commercial companies or PDPs.
Deadline for submissions: 1 October 2013
Further information: Medical Research Council

4.12 Sweden: Grants by the Swedish Research Council
4.12.1 Grant for Distinguished Young Researchers
The purpose of the programme is to fund positions and research financing for
the most distinguished young researchers six to twelve years after completion
of their doctorates.
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Clear career paths, enhanced opportunities for long-term employment, and
long-term funding are necessary conditions for young researchers to continue to
pursue an academic career. This grant is to provide the very most distinguished
young researchers with a long-term opportunity to establish independent
research. Funding is to be granted to applicants that evince the greatest
potential.
Eligibile are researchers from the following disciplines: humanities and social
sciences, medicine and health, educational sciences, natural and engineering
sciences, artistic research.
The Swedish Research Council promotes gender equality in research.
The Swedish Research Council will approve a maximum of nineteen grants to
Distinguished Young Researchers.
Application deadline: 10 September 2013
Further information: Swedish Research Council

4.12.2 Grants for Distinguished Professors
The purpose of the programme is to create conditions for the most distinguished
researchers to conduct long-term research of great potential that involves
considerable risk-taking.
Scientific breakthroughs require time and resources, courage, risk-taking, and in
many cases cross-disciplinary research projects. With this programme the
Swedish Research Council aims to provide the most distinguished researchers
with long-term and substantial funding to initiate innovative projects with great
potential to achieve scientific breakthroughs.
For this grant form you may apply for research in a new subject area or
specialisation. Nor is it a hindrance to move to another higher-education
institution.
Eligibile are researchers from the following disciplines: humanities and social
sciences, medicine and health, educational sciences, natural and engineering
sciences.
The Swedish Research Council promotes gender equality and mobility in
research.
The Swedish Research Council will approve a maximum of ten grants in the
Programme for Distinguished Professors.
Application deadline: 10 September 2013
Further information: Swedish Research Council
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4.13 Switzerland: ETH Zurich Postdoctoral Fellowship
Program
ETH Zurich is a science and technology university with an outstanding research
record and is regularly ranked among the top universities in Europe. It provides
a highly stimulating work environment and a state-of-the-art scientific
infrastructure. The ETH Zurich Postdoctoral Fellowship Program offers an
excellent opportunity for young researchers to acquire new skills and
competencies, boosting their careers and helping to attain an independent
senior position.
The ETH Zurich Postdoctoral Fellowship Program supports incoming
fellowships for postdoctoral researchers at the ETH Zurich. The program is
intended to foster high- potential, young researchers, who have already
demonstrated excellence in terms of internationally competitive achievements in
the early stages of their professional careers. Applications have to be made
jointly by the candidate and their host who must be an ETH Zurich Professor
and who will act as a mentor to the fellow. The duration of an ETH Fellowship is
between one year and a maximum of two years.
Eligible are young postdoctoral scientists worldwide, who have been awarded
their doctoral degree within two years of the relevant submission deadline. The
applicants need to have at least one scientific publication in a peer-reviewed
journal or have been awarded a prize for their PhD thesis.
Application deadline: 1 September 2013, 1 March 2014, 1 September 2014
Futher information: ETH

4.14 Sweden: Research Council Formas, Call for
Supporting Sustainable Development in LowIncome Countries - Mobility Grants for Young
Researchers
The Swedish Research Council for Environment, Agricultural Sciences and
Spatial Planning (Formas) and The Swedish International Development
Cooperation Agency (Sida) invite applications on novel research projects within
the social and humanistic sciences as well as the natural sciences that address
sustainability issues in the fields of natural resource use and governance,
increased agricultural production, and environmental management in lowincome countries. The overall intention is to contribute to development of new
knowledge that will support global sustainable development, and to promote
capacity building long-term cooperation between Swedish researchers and
researchers in low-income countries.
A project can last for four years and should aim to promote the mobility of young
researchers (maximum eight years since doctoral degree award) in Sweden.
The programme will start January 2014 and 8 million SEK/year will be available
for four years, with Formas and Sida contributing equal shares.
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Application deadline: 30 September 2013
Further information: formas

4.15 Europe: Joint Programming Initiative (JPI) Urban
Europe
Joint Programming Initiative (JPI) Urban Europe invites researchers,
practitioners, innovators, and other stakeholders dedicated to the development
of European urban areas, to suggest international projects for research and
innovation within the field.
European cities are facing complex and widespread problems. Grand
challenges such as demographic transformations, resource depletion and
climate change, unequal social participation, congested transport networks, and
difficult trade-offs in land use decisions can only be turned into opportunities if
appropriate policy strategies are applied. Such policy actions need to be
supported by dedicated co-ordination of Research and Innovation on the
challenges and opportunities of urban environments in Europe.
The aim of Joint Programming Initiative (JPI) Urban Europe is to coordinate
research and innovation in order to make better use of Europe’s public funds.
As part of this initiative, Urban Europe launched its first pilot call in 2012 with 6
participating countries and a joint budget of 9 M€. The call saw cooperation
between funding agencies spanning from basic research to innovation and was
able to fund 10 joint European projects.
The aim of this second joint call of JPI Urban Europe is, as in the first joint call,
to bring together partners from different European countries and thereby enable
projects that are more relevant and capable than any one country can produce
on its own. In addition to this strong focus on creating value by cooperating
across national borders, JPI Urban Europe pays particular attention to work that
promotes intensive interaction between researchers, policy makers, business
and civil society.
The call aims to cover new and innovative approaches, promote
interdisciplinary research and collaboration and encourage the involvement of
stakeholders, thus bridging gaps between research disciplines, citizens and
decision makers, city and transport planners, producers and consumers.
Deadline for submissions: 18 September 2013
Further information: JPI Urban Europe

4.16 France: Agropolis Fondation
Agropolis Fondation is a French scientific foundation established in 2007 to
promote and support high-level research and higher education (trainingthrough-research) as well as to broaden international research partnerships in
agricultural sciences and sustainable development research.
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4.16.1 Visiting Fellowship
Agropolis Fondation Visiting Fellows are outstanding scholars with significant
track record in research, teaching and publication. They will be involved, either
as team leaders or members of a team, in key research activities of one or two
research units of the Foundation. This Programme is meant to foster scientific
exchange between their home and host research unit.
Candidates from or having worked in developing or emerging, Southern or
Mediterranean countries are encouraged to apply under this Programme.
Further Information: agropolis fondation

4.16.2 Doctoral and Post-doctoral Fellowship
Promising and qualified doctoral or post-doc scientists with noteworthy research
and publication record may qualify for this Fellowship Award. Successful
candidates will be hosted in and work jointly with any of the Foundation’s
research units in developing and launching new research projects on the
Foundation’s thematic focus. Open to candidates from or having worked in
developing or emerging, Southern or Mediterranean countries, this research
award also aims to contribute to developing international scientific partnership.
Candidates from or having worked in developing or emerging, Southern or
Mediterranean countries are encouraged to apply under this Programme.
Further information: agropolis fondation

4.17 European
Molecular
Biology
Laboratory:
Postdoctoral Programme EMBL Interdisciplinary
Postdocs (EIPOD)
The EIPOD (EMBL Interdisciplinary Postdocs) programme underlines European
Molecular Biology Laboratory's (EMBL) strong commitment to promoting
interdisciplinary research. The institution has a long-standing tradition of
scientific excellence that builds on highly interactive research between the
group leaders of different research units. EIPOD projects capitalise on
synergies emerging at the borders of overlapping yet separate scientific fields,
and involve transferring techniques to a novel context. The programme is open
to all nationalities and offers about 20 positions annually.
Features of the positions include:


Funding for cross-disciplinary projects



Three years' of secure funding



Providing generous health care benefits and pension access



Development of a project proposal forms the basis for recruitment
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Deadline for applications: 12 September 2013
Further information: EIPOD

4.18 France: IARC Fellowships for Cancer Research
Since 1966, IARC has awarded more than 500 fellowships to junior scientists
for research training in cancer. Approximately 85% of Fellows return to their
home country on completion of their training, and around 82% remain active in
cancer research. As a result, IARC Fellowships have made a substantial
contribution to the development of cancer research in many countries.
The Fellowship Programme offers postdoctoral fellowships to junior scientists
from any country who intend to pursue a career in cancer research and wish to
complete their training at the IARC in Lyon, France working in a research
Group. Applications from candidates from low- and medium-resource countries
or applicants from any part of the world but with projects related to low- and
medium-resource countries are encouraged.
A Senior Visiting Scientist Award is also offered for a qualified and experienced
senior investigator who wishes to spend from six to twelve months at the IARC
working on a collaborative project in a research area related to the Agency’s
programmes.
IARC is also offering an Expertise Transfer Fellowship to enable an established
investigator to spend from six to twelve months in an appropriate host institute
in a low- / medium-resource country in order to transfer knowledge and
expertise in a research area relevant for the host country and related to the
Agency’s programmes.
Deadline for application: The next call for applications for IARC Fellowships
will be open as from 1 October 2013, with a deadline of 30 November 2013.
Further information: IARC

4.19 Ireland: President of Ireland Young Researcher
Award (PIYRA)
The President of Ireland Young Researcher Award (PIYRA) is Science
Foundation Ireland's most prestigious award to recruit and retain early career
researchers to carry out their research in Ireland. This programme emphasises
the importance that Science Foundation Ireland places on the early
development of academic careers. The award recognises outstanding
engineers and scientists who, early in their careers, have already demonstrated
or shown exceptional potential for leadership at the frontiers of knowledge.
Awardees will be selected on the basis of exceptional accomplishments in
science and engineering in all areas covered by SFI’s legal remit and on the
basis of creative research plans that are built on work that has attracted
international attention. For the PIYRA programme, scientific excellence is both
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necessary and paramount but is not sufficient; applications must also
demonstrate potential impact.
Applicants for the PIYRA competition must meet all of the following
requirements.


Awarded Ph.D. or M.D. within the last eight years and have completed a
minimum of 36 months active post-doctoral research (with extensions for
documented eligible leave).



Has not previously received an SFI investigator-type award, such as
Principal Investigator, Investigator Award (IA), Stokes Professorship or
Lectureship, Research Professorship, or SFI PIYRA nor should they have
received a SFI Research Centre as a lead or co-PI. Applicants holding or
having held smaller awards such as Starting Investigator Research Grant
(SIRG), Research Frontiers Programme (RFP), Investigators Projects
(IP), Waltons, Young Women in Engineering Scholarship, TIDA, Industry
Fellowship and UREKA supplement MAY apply to SFI PIYRA. Please
note that SIRG award holders may only apply to SFI PIYRA in the last 12
months of their active award.



Will be recognised by the research body upon receipt of the SFI grant as
an independent investigator who will have an independent office and
research space at the host research body for which he/she will be fully
responsible for at least the duration of the SFI grant.



Has an exceptional record of internationally recognised independent
research accomplishments for their career stage (as measured by
publications in top quality international journals and conferences, invited
talks at international conferences, or other academic metrics appropriate
to the applicant's field).



Has demonstrated research independence (or be in the process of
establishing independence) and shown exceptional potential to become a
research leader of the future.



The applicant is expected to have the capability and authority to mentor
and supervise postgraduate students and team members.

Application Deadline: Rolling call
Further information: sfi

5 Jobs
EURAXESS Jobs
There are currently 6349 research jobs and fellowship programmes (all over
Europe and partner countries and in all disciplines) accessible via the
EURAXESS Jobs database
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CHINA: Chief Scientific Manager, LIBOVITO (Beijing)
Deadline: 1 September 2013
Details

FINLAND: PhD position in evolutionary systems and developmental biology,
University of Helsinki
Deadline: 31 October 2013
Details

GERMANY: 2 Senior Scientists / PostDocs for Development and
Characterisation of Plasma Sources, Leibniz Institute for Plasma Science and
Technology (INP Greifswald)
Deadline: 31 August 2013
Details

TURKEY: Post-Doctoral Research Fellowship in Interaction Design, Koç
University, Istanbul
Deadline: 31 October 2013
Details

6 Events
6.1 EURAXESS Links Global: EURAXESS Science
Slams to be held in all Links countries this
September and October
EURAXESS Science Slam 2013 is the first edition of an event giving young
researchers in all EURAXESS Links countries and hubs the chance to
showcase their research projects to their peers and the wider public in a relaxed
and joyful atmosphere.
The six winners will be awarded a round trip to Europe where they will attend
the EURAXESS Voice of Researchers Conference this November.

EURAXESS Links ASEAN
Final slam: 25 September 2013, Singapore
ASEAN
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EURAXESS Links Brazil
Deadline for submission of video entries: 1 September
Final slam: 24 September 2013, Rio de Janeiro
Brazil

EURAXESS Links China
Deadline for submission of video entries: 10 September
Final slam: 26 September, Beijing
China

EURAXESS Links India
Deadline for submission of video entries: 27 August
Final slam: 29 September, Pune
India

EURAXESS Links Japan
Deadline for submission of video entries: 28 September
Final slam: 16 October, Tokyo
Japan

EURAXESS Links North America
Deadline for submission of video entries: 10 September
Final slam: 24 September, Washington DC
North America

6.2 Portugal: 5th Doctoral Conference on Computing,
Electrical and Industrial Systems, 7-9 April 2014
Innovation and Digital Business Innovation are key pillars in sustainable growth.
DoCEIS 2014 focuses on socio-technical systems capable of harnessing
collective intelligence for promoting innovation and taking better, informed and
sustainability-aware decisions: Collective Awareness Systems. These systems
leverage the emerging "network effect" by combining open social media,
distributed knowledge creation and data from real environments ("Internet of
Things"), thus linking objects, people and knowledge in order to foster new
forms of social and business innovation.
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DoCEIS 2014 is aimed as an international forum for presentation of research
results coming out of PhD works, and a space for discussion of post-graduation
studies, PhD thesis plans, and practical aspects of a PhD work.
Deadline for submissions: 30 September 2013
Further information: DoCEIS 2014

6.3 Belgium: EHTEL 2013 Symposium Sustainable
Partnerships for Well-being and eHealth, 2-3
December 2013
The yearly EHTEL symposium convenes the European eHealth community in
the heart of Brussels, Belgium. Together with leading actors for digital health
around the globe, the agenda explores lessons learned and ongoing
innovations on sustainable partnerships for well-being and eHealth.
The journey of European health and welfare systems towards comprehensive
digital support for well-being has considerably sped up. Integrated communities
of care emerge that focus holistically on the needs of citizens and patients.
They address not only clinical factors of illness, but also encompass social
determinants and life style choices that impact health outcomes. Thus, a digital
continuum for well-being and care is jointly constituted by smart cities and smart
housing, secure and interoperable eHealth/mHealth infrastructures and a
multitude of value added clinical and personal health services.
Together with European health policy leaders, strategic European projects and
initiatives, NGOs, industry representatives and other stakeholders, EHTEL and
EESC will explore 1) the synergies of value added services and shared
infrastructures as a partnership for sustainable health care, 2) the partnerships
in health care and social care as a sustainable support for ageing well and 3)
the new dimension opened up by "open data" an "big data", both for public
health policies but also for new sustainable partnerships of patients, citizens
and health care actors.
Further information: EHTL

6.4 Germany: 2nd Thunen Symposium
Metagonomics, 11-13 December 2013

on

Soil

Soil microbial communities affect the development and fertility of soils. Nextgeneration DNA sequencing technologies now open possibilities for analyzing
these communities in regard to their composition (diversity) and function at
depths not imaginable only a few years ago. The new speed and cost efficiency
of these novel sequencing technologies now requires an effort for a
corresponding response from soil microbial ecology. Vice versa, the
requirements to characterize microbial communities and address ecologically
relevant questions will instruct further bioinformatic efforts, e.g., for found
statistical evaluations and visualizations of results.
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This 2nd Thünen Symposium on Soil Metagenomics will connect bioinformatics
to microbial ecology in order to enhance our capacity to tackle the most burning
questions in soil ecology. What can we learn about the diversity, dynamics,
vulnerability and ecological contributions of soil microbial communities and how
can we utilize the new sequencing technologies in applied environmental
sciences? Which novel possibilities do we have to understand the complex
network within microbial communities, and interactions among its members and
with the abiotic and biotic environments?
The Symposium will be flanked by a Workshop on Bioinformatic Tools in which
developers demonstrate and share applications for analyzing nucleic acid
information from soils.
Deadline for submissions: 16 September 2013
Further information: Soil-Metagonomics

6.5 Germany: Molecular Machines: Lessons from
Integrating Structure, Biophysics and Chemistry, 1821 May 2014
The conference program is designed for biochemists and molecular biologists
who are interested in molecular machines. It should provide an overview of how
structural biology, and more generally biophysical techniques can be applied to
different biological problems. The techniques covered in the program include
classical high resolution structural biology techniques such as electron
microscopy, crystallography and nuclear magnetic resonance spectroscopy, as
well as fluorescence, mass spectrometry, small angle scattering and chemical
biology.
The aim of the conference is to show the interdisciplinary nature of the diverse
experimental approaches and promote a modern way of thinking, where
barriers between specific expertises are crossed. The sessions are organised
according to the biological questions, ranging from gene expression to cell
division. Experts in the different techniques will present their work back to back,
showing the multiplicity of routes that can be followed to understand molecular
machines in the cell.
Deadline for submission: 13 February 2014
Further information: EMBO / EMBL

6.6 Thailand: Expert Workshop on Managing Water
Resources under Climate Uncertainty: Challenges
and Opportunities, 17-18 October 2013
The availability of clean water is a major global challenge for the future due to a
rapidly growing population and urbanization where further stress in water
resources is expected due to the impact of climate change. The wide range of
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impacts include change in hydrology, moisture availability, spatial and temporal
variations in magnitude of stream flow, dwindling of water levels with adverse
effect on wetlands and ecosystem etc. This workshop aims to come up with
views to address the queries of planners, policymakers and general public for
water resources management under uncertainty of climate change and some
case studies with successful adaptive measures to change the challenge of
climate change into opportunities.
Topics:


Climate change and impact on water sector



Uncertainties associated with climate prediction and impact assessment



Management of water under current climate variability and uncertainty



Adapting water management to climate change

The workshop is organized by Asian Institute of Technology (AIT), one of the
partners in SEA-EU-NET II project. AIT has been promoting technological
change and sustainable development in the Asian-Pacific region through higher
education, research and outreach. Established in Bangkok in 1959, AIT has
become a leading regional postgraduate institution and is actively working with
public and private sector partners throughout the region and with some of the
top universities in the world.
SEA-EU-NET II aims to strengthen bi-regional EU-ASEAN Science and
Technology Cooperation through coordination and support actions targeted
towards the three major societal challenges, namely; Water management;
Health; Food security and safety. AIT is leading a component of ‘Water
Management’ with an objective to create network of different stakeholders in
order to strengthen the research capacity and to build a platform towards the
better system in managing water resources and to respond specifically towards
different stakeholder.
Further information: AIT

6.7 UK-Southeast Asia:
Forthcoming Events

Partners

in

Science

–

The team is planning the following events and activities for 2013/14. If you
would be interested to find out more, please contact the lead team member.







Deepening UK-Indonesia links in Energy, Food, Health and Biodiversity,
Indonesia, September 2013 (Tom)
Aquaculture mission to Malaysia, October 2013 (Ching)
Future Cities, Singapore, November 2013 (Matt)
Tackling Infectious Diseases and Zoonoses: The Implications for
Burma, Singapore and Burma, November 2013 (Nashya)
Science Communication, Malaysia, Thailand and Indonesia, November
2013 (Ching)
Natural Hazards, Malaysia, November 2013 (Ching)
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Chemicals/Synthetic Biology, Singapore, January 2014 (Ching)
Investigative Dermatology Symposium, Singapore, February 2014
(Nashya)
Space and Satellite Technology, Singapore, February 2014 (Mark)
Technology Cooperation for Maritime Applications, Singapore, TBC
(Mark)

Further information: UK-Southeast Asia: Partners in Science

6.8 Indonesia: 7th Open Science Meeting, 26-28
January 2014
The 7th Open Science Meeting 2014 will be held from 26 to 28 January 2014 in
Makassar, Indonesia.
The Open Science Meeting (OSM) has been organized biannually, mostly in
Indonesia, since 2002. Its main goal is to strengthen the scientific bonds
between the Netherlands and Indonesia. OSM 2014 will focus on the
interconnections between science and society.
The provisional programme is now available at the OSM 2014 website.

6.9 Malaysia: World Innovation Forum Kuala Lumpur
2013, 12-14 November 2013
The World Innovation Forum Kuala Lumpur (WIF-KL) is the region’s premier
annual event on innovation. Multi-stakeholders from the local, regional and
international arena converge at Kuala Lumpur on the singular theme of
“innovation”. WIF-KL is jointly organized by Malaysia’s Ministry of Science,
Technology and Innovation (MOSTI) and the Malaysian Innovation
Foundation/Yayasan Inovasi Malaysia (YIM). 1,500 international delegates from
50 different countries and 10,000 visitors are expected to attend the World
Innovation Exposition to be held alongside the forum. These will cover all
aspects of innovation, which include grassroots, education, research,
commercialisation and integration of innovation to propel the region toward
high-income, advanced economy nations.
Further information: WIF-KL

6.10 Singapore: International Energy Week (SIEW), 28
October-1 November 2013
The Singapore International Energy Week (SIEW) is an annual week-long
platform for energy professionals, policymakers and commentators to discuss
and share best practices and solutions within the global energy space. First
held in 2008, SIEW is organised by the Singapore Energy Market Authority
(EMA).
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Further information: SIEW

6.11 Singapore:
Electromobility
Conference
(EMCA), 29 – 31 October 2013

Asia

TUM CREATE, a research programme jointly performed by Technische
Universität München (Germany) and Nanyang Technological University
(Singapore), are organizing the Electromobility Conference Asia (EMCA) as part
of the Singapore International Energy Week (SIEW).
The conference will focus on vehicle concepts and engineering, energy storage
technologies, grid connectivity, transportation engineering, mobility and
services. Those subjects will be discussed from the perspective of crosscutting
issues, just as sustainability, safety, marketability and efficiency. Electromobility
experts from science and industry will meet in Singapore from 28 Oct – 1 Nov
2013 to exchange ideas and build up new collaborations for future innovations.
In the scientific programme, there will be 3-4 topical parallel sessions and one
joint plenary session.
Further information: EMCA

6.12 Singapore: 8th World Congress on Developmental
Origins of Health and Disease (DOHaD 2013), 17 –
20 November 2013
The 8th World Congress on Developmental Origins of Health and Diseases will
be held on 17 – 20 November 2013 in Singapore. Themed “From Science to
Policy and Action”, the conference will attract researchers, academia, policy
makers and health care providers worldwide to converge and present the latest
science and developments on basic, clinical, public health and programmatic
research into early-life and developmental origins of health and diseases. The
plenary sessions will cover the full spectrum of topics from our multidisciplinary
field, ranging from epigenetics to economics. The programme will also include a
series of satellite symposia, workshops, special programmes for students and
emerging researchers, as well as number of panel discussions to deal with
some controversial areas.
Further information: DOHaD 2013

6.13 Singapore: EURAXESS Links ASEAN @ Study in
Europe 2013, 28 September 2013
EURAXESS Links ASEAN will be present at the 2013 edition of Study in Europe
in Singapore. Organized by the Delegation of the European Union to Singapore,
the Study in Europe Education Fair will take place at the Raffles Hotel (The
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Ballroom) from 9am to
5pm on September
th
28 .
European
countries will showcase
Europe’s excellence in
Higher Education and
Research.

Win a hamper full of European goodies worth
SGP 100 by posting a poem on our Facebook
site.
The poem should be no longer than 4 lines
and MUST contain the words “Europe”,

EURAXESS
Links “research” and “Asia”. The best poem will win
ASEAN representatives
the hamper.
will provide information
to all researchers and Submission deadline is: 15 September 2013.
visitors interested in the
European
research
landscape
and
in
conducting research in Europe or with European partners.

6.14 Luxembourg:
2nd
International
Systems
Biomedicine Symposium, 21-22 October 2013
Following the first edition of the symposium in 2011, the organising team of the
International Systems Biomedicine Symposium is pleased to welcome you
again in Luxembourg in October 2013.
For this second edition, the Nobel Prize Laureate Prof. Bruce Beutler will give
the opening keynote lecture.
During thematic sessions, the following topics will be adressed by internationally
renowned speakers:
- Technologies in Systems Biomedicine
- Data Integration modeling and prediction
- Model systems and diseases
Further information: SysBioMed2013

6.15 UK: 2014 Norwich Conference on Earth System
Governance – Allocation and Access in the
Anthropocene, 1-3 July 2014
This event is part of the annual conference series organized by the Earth
System Governance Project. The conference will be co-hosted by the School of
International Development, the School of Environmental Sciences and the
Tyndall Centre for Climate Change Research.
The conference will focus on three main research areas related to questions
around allocation and access, the governance of the nexus between of water,
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forests, food, energy and carbon as well as searching for transformation
pathways to sustainability.
Release date of call for papers: 1 September 2013
Further information: Earth System Governance

6.16 Switzerland: XX World Congress on Parkinson's
Disease and Related Disorders, 8-11 December
2013
The XX World Congress on Parkinson's Disease and Related Disorders is an
innovative educational forum for learning about the latest research and
discoveries in etiology, pathogenesis, potential diagnostic markers and
treatment modalities of Parkinson’s Disease and its related disorders.
This biennial event is internationally recognized for the scope of its program,
which covers a wide range of topics and consists of the world’s preeminent
experts. Being held in Geneva, this congress is sure to attract a large faculty of
distinguished scientists, clinicians and allied health experts from Europe and
around the world.
Deadline for submissions: 1 September 2013
Further information: Geneva 2013

6.17 Austria: Going Green – CARE INNOVATION 2014,
17-20 November 2014
The International CARE Electronics Office is pleased to announce the Going
Green – CARE INNOVATION 2014 conference and exhibition on Electronics
and the Environment. It will take place in Schoenbrunn Palace Conference
Centre Vienna (Austria), which is situated in the Apothecaries’ Wing of the
famous building. This Symposium is the only platform for presenting the up-todate progress on sustainable development and the development of eco-efficient
electr(on)ic & automotive products.
This year’s program will feature the latest in environmental design, clean
manufacturing, resource efficiency, climate change, new eco-efficient
technologies, collection, reverse logistics, refurbishment, carbon trading, re-use,
recycling and policy making from leading experts in industry, academia,
consulting, recyclers and public area around the globe. Leading companies and
institutions in green electr(on)ics will present their innovative products,
processes and services at the exhibition.
All companies in the electr(on)ics, automotive, solar and PV, chemical and
recycling industry, power suppliers, electricity generators and distributors,
contract manufacturers, material and component suppliers, service and logistic
companies, collective systems, academia, consulting and public authorities
(local, regional, international) are invited to attend and contribute.
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Deadline for submissions: 31 May 2014
Further information: CARE INNOVATION 2014

6.18 Indonesia: Bio-Renewalable Resources Utilisation,
Bio-Energy Resources, Technology and Application,
10-11 October 2013
The Institut Teknologi Bandung organises the international seminar on chemical
engineering 2013.
The seminar will be held in Campus of Institut Teknologi Bandung in the city of
Bandung, Indonesia between 10-11 October 2013. The city is located 150km
from the capital city of Jakarta. The airport of Bandung can be reached directly
from Singapore, Kuala Lumpur and other Southeast Asian cities.
The scientific program will provide an opportunity for participants to exchange
new innovations and information on many important issues in bioenergy
technology. High-standard plenary and keynote lectures from Indonesia, Japan,
Malaysia, Vietnam and other Asian countries will be provided by outstanding
scholars invited from academia, industry and government. The Indonesian
bioenergy program and roadmap will be presented on behalf of Indonesian
Government. The Asian bioenergy community meeting will be held also to
exchange their experiences on bioenergy utilization in their country and to build
understanding and harmonisation between Asian countries. The seminar and
meeting will be an occasion for the participants to network.
Deadline for registration: 23 September 2013
Further information: ITB

6.19 Italy: Third Workshop on Emerging Oncogenic
Viruses, 4-8 June 2014
The success of the first two Emerging Oncogenic Viruses meetings, held in
2010 and 2012, and the enthusiastic feedback from the participants, about 120
top scientists, encouraged us to repeat the event in 2014.
You are cordially invited to attend this meeting, which is intended for basic
researchers (biologists and epidemiologists) as well as clinicians. The workshop
is organized and co-sponsored by the International Agency for Research on
Cancer (IARC) and the German Cancer Research Center (Deutsches
Krebsforschungszentrum; DKFZ).
The objectives of the meeting will be the critical evaluation of epidemiology,
immunology, and biology of cancer-associated viruses. The programme will
emphasise new HPV-related cancers and newly discovered human
polyomaviruses; advances concerning other pathogens will be incorporated as
they arise.

August 2013 | Issue 30 | Page 55 of 57

EURAXESS LINKS ASEAN
The official language will be English.
Dates for submissions: 13 January 2014 to 16 April 2014
Further information: EOV

6.20 France:
5th
International
Conference
on
Bioinformatics Models, Methods and Algorithms –
BIOINFORMATICS 2014, 3-6 March 2014
The 5th International Conference on Bioinformatics Models, Methods and
Algorithms – BIOINFORMATICS 2014 will take place at ESEO, Angers, Loire
Valley,
France.
The purpose of the International Conference on Bioinformatics Models,
Methods and Algorithms is to bring together researchers and practitioners
interested in the application of computational systems and information
technologies to the field of molecular biology, including for example the use of
statistics and algorithms to understanding biological processes and systems,
with a focus on new developments in genome bioinformatics and computational
biology. Areas of interest for this community include sequence analysis,
biostatistics, image analysis, scientific data management and data mining,
machine learning, pattern recognition, computational evolutionary biology,
computational genomics and other related fields.
Deadline for submissions: 19 September 2013
Further information: BIOINFORMATICS 2014

7 Resources
Latest Calls
Here you can find the latest calls on the newly set up Research Participant
Portal.
International Cooperation Activities
Access the portal of the European Commission's International Cooperation
Activities here.
Become an Expert Evaluator for FP7
The website to register as an expert for research activities is available on
CORDIS. The call for experts is open both for individuals and for organizations.
Source: CORDIS
Other Research Career Sites
The Chronicle of Higher Education Careers Service: http://chronicle.com/jobs/
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Find A Postdoc: http://www.findapostdoc.com/
Find Scholarships in Europe: http://www.scholarshipportal.eu/
Find PhDs in Europe: http://www.phdportal.eu/
Academic Jobs EU: http://www.academicjobseu.com
Euro Science Jobs: http://www.eurosciencejobs.com/
The European Job Mobility Portal: http://ec.europa.eu/eures/home.jsp?lang=en
EMBO excellence in life sciences: http://www.embo.org
EuroBrussels: http://www.eurobrussels.com/
Jobs at ITER: http://www.iter.org/jobs
Nature.jobs: http://www.nature.com/naturejobs/index.html
Jobs.ac.uk: www.jobs.ac.uk
Research Jobs in Germany: Research-in-Germany.de
Scholarship Database of the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD)
Research Jobs in the Netherlands: http://www.academictransfer.org/
Brainpower Austria: http://www.brainpower-austria.at/

About EURAXESS Links ASEAN
EURAXESS Links ASEAN is a network of European researchers, scientists,
and scholars working in or commuting to ASEAN. This multidisciplinary network
includes members at all stages of their careers. It allows them to connect with
each other and with Europe, ensuring that they are recognized as an important
resource for European research, whether they remain in ASEAN or return to
Europe. For further information and to sign up for membership in our network,
as well as in the virtual SINAPSE community of European researchers abroad,
please go to our website and click on the Join the EURAXESS Links ASEAN
community hyperlink on the right-hand side of the page.
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