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Dear Colleagues,
We have the pleasure to present you the March 2014 edition of
the EURAXESS Links ASEAN Newsletter.
This month, our “EU Insight” section focuses on the results of the
latest Innovation Scoreboard which have just been published. This
annual survey provides a comparative assessment of the research
and innovation performance of the EU Member States and the
relative strengths and weaknesses of their research and
innovation systems. As the EU and all of its Member States have
become more innovative in recent years, half of the innovation gap
towards the US has been closed. However, the differences in the
innovation performance within the EU are still very high and
diminish only slowly.
We would like to remind all our readers that we very much
appreciate your suggestions, comments and feedback on how to
further improve this newsletter for the benefit of the EURAXESS
Links ASEAN community.
Wishing you a great month ahead!
Your EURAXESS Links ASEAN team

EURAXESS LINKS ASEAN

Contents
1

EU Insight – The Innovation Scoreboard 2014 and the
Innovation Convention .......................................................... 4

2

Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions – Research Fellowships 7

3

News & Developments .......................................................... 9
3.1 European Union ......................................................................................9

EURAXESS Links ASEAN
Newsletter is a monthly
electronic newsletter, edited
by EURAXESS Links ASEAN,
which provides information of
specific interest to European
researchers in ASEAN and
international researchers who
are interested in the
European research landscape
and conducting research in
Europe or with European
partners.

3.1.1 Patent filings at the EPO reach all-time high .....................................9

The information contained in
this publication is intended for
personal use only. It should
not be taken in any way to
reflect the views of the
European Commission nor of
the Delegations of the
European Union.

3.1.6 Comet-chaser Rosetta’s instruments come alive ............................12

3.1.2 EU takes to road to help researchers find jobs and advice ...............9
3.1.3 Feasibility study for the development of a certification for genuinely
good HR management in the public research sectior in Europe .....10
3.1.4 German company wins EU's €2 million inducement prize for
innovative vaccine technology .........................................................10
3.1.5 Women innovators prize 2014: European Commission rewards
winners from Germany, Netherlands and Spain ..............................11

3.2 ASEAN .................................................................................................13
3.2.1 Genome Institute of Singapore partners Dutch Nutricia Research on
human gut microbiome research .....................................................13
3.2.2 Re-awakening scientific and technological cooperation between
Indonesia and UK ............................................................................13

Please email to
asean@euraxess.net for any
comments on this newsletter,
contributions you would like to
make, if you think any other
colleagues would be
interested in receiving this
newsletter, or if you wish to
unsubscribe.

3.2.3 Thailand’s BIOTEC Researcher Listed Among GCP Women
Scientists in Celebration of the International Women's Day ............14
3.2.4 R&D Spending in Thailand to Double in the Next Three years .......14
3.2.5 Biodiversity loss linked to outbreak of diseases ..............................14
3.2.6 Kick-off Phase 2 of Thailand Science Park .....................................15

Editor: Dr Susanne
RENTZOW-VASU,
EURAXESS Links ASEAN,
Regional Representative

4

Grants & Fellowships .......................................................... 16
4.1 National EURAXESS portals ...............................................................16
4.2 Open Calls in the 7th Framework Programme (FP7) ..........................16
4.3 H2020 ..................................................................................................16
4.4 European Fellowships Open to Participation by Researchers from
ASEAN .................................................................................................17
4.5 William Harvey International Translational Research Academy in
Healthcare and Life Sciences. .............................................................18

March 2014 | Issue 37 | Page 2 of 28

EURAXESS LINKS ASEAN
4.6 Germany: Research Grants for PhD Students and Postdocs – at the
Center of Excellence Cognitive Interaction Technology (CITEC) .......18
4.7 Post-doctoral Fellowships in Thailand Open to European Researchers
19
4.8 IIAS – ISEAS Postdoctoral Fellowship ................................................20
4.9 EMBO Funding for Courses & Workshops ..........................................20

5

Jobs ...................................................................................... 21

6

Events ................................................................................... 22
6.1 Cambodia: EURAXESS Links ASEAN Partners with the FP7 Funded
“INCONTACT 2020 “ Project in H2020 Promotion ..............................22
6.2 Malaysia: EURAXESS Links ASEAN to visit Universiti Kebangsaan
Malaysia and Universiti Malaya ...........................................................22
6.3 France: ICS - Innovation Connecting Show: Connecting Innovation
and Business, 16 – 18 September 2014 .............................................22
th

6.4 Germany: 27 ECNP Congress of Applied and Translational
Neuroscience, 18-21 October 2014 .....................................................23
th

6.5 Greece: 5 INCO conference “Addressing Future Challenges”, 2 – 4
June 2014 ............................................................................................24
th

6.6 Japan: 11 Annual BIO Asia International Conference, 8 – 9 April 2014
24
6.7 Malaysia: International Conference on Humanities and Social
Sciences “The Rise of the Rest: Reimagining Southeast Asia”, 3 – 5
June 2014 ............................................................................................25
6.8 Malaysia: International Conference on Information Security and Cyber
Forensics (InfoSec 2014), 6 – 8 October 2014 ...................................25
rd

6.9 Poland: The 3 International Conference on Informatics Engineering
and Information Science (ICIEIS2014), 22 – 24 September 2014 ......25
6.10 Portugal: Aircraft Fuel Systems – future challenges and innovative
solutions, 15 May 2014 ........................................................................26
6.11 Thailand: The Fourth International Conference on Digital Information
and Communication Technology and its Applications (DICTAP2014), 6
– 8 May 2014 .......................................................................................26
6.12 UK: Smart to Future Cities 2014, 29 – 30 April 2014 ..........................26

7

Resources ............................................................................ 28

March 2014 | Issue 37 | Page 3 of 28

EURAXESS LINKS ASEAN

1 EU Insight – The Innovation
Scoreboard 2014 and the
Innovation Convention
The Innovation Scoreboard 2014 released in early March 2014 and the
Innovation Convention held back-to-back on March 10 and 11 of March show
the great importance and big role of innovation for Europe.
The Innovation Scoreboard 2014
The annual Innovation Union Scoreboard published by the European
Commission found that Europe is improving its innovation performance. The
differences between the member states are becoming smaller again, although
at a modest rate. The impact of the economic crisis is not as severe as
expected.
The measurement framework used in the Innovation Union Scoreboard
distinguishes between 3 main types of indicators (Enablers, Firm activities and
Output) and 8 innovation dimensions, capturing in total 25 different indicators.
The Enablers capture the main drivers of innovation performance external to the
firm and cover 3 innovation dimensions: Human resources, Open, excellent and
attractive research systems as well as Finance and support. Firm activities
capture the innovation efforts at the level of the firm, grouped in 3 innovation
dimensions: Firm investments, Linkages & entrepreneurship and Intellectual
assets. Outputs cover the effects of firms’ innovation activities in 2 innovation
dimensions: Innovators and Economic effects.

Figure 1: EU Member States' innovation performance [6]

The overall ranking within the EU (Figure 1) remains relatively stable, with
Sweden at the top, followed by Denmark, Germany and Finland – the four
countries that invest most in research and innovation. The countries whose
position has improved the most are Portugal, Estonia and Latvia.
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When looking at performance of innovation systems in a global context, South
Korea, the US and Japan have a performance lead over the EU. The United
States and South Korea outperform the EU both by 17% and Japan by 13%.
While the gap between the US and Japan is decreasing, it widens with South
Korea.
The top innovation leaders US, Japan and South Korea are particularly
dominating the EU in indicators capturing business activity as measured by
R&D expenditures in the business sector, Public-private co-publications and
PCT patents but also in educational attainment as measured by the Share of
population having completed tertiary education.
The EU is still ahead of its other international partners in terms of innovation
performance, with China catching up.
The Innovation Convention
The second edition of the Innovation Convention took place on 10 and 11
March 2014 in Brussels, with an audience ranging from high-level policy-makers
to top researchers, business leaders and the general public. The Innovation
Convention is organized by the European Commission’s Directorate-General
Research and Innovation. The first edition took place in December 2011.
It provides a platform to debate policies that will contribute towards the building
of a research and innovation eco-system in Europe.
At the opening of the Innovation Convention, the President of the European
Commission, José Manuel Barroso, stressed the importance of innovation for
the future of Europe:
Different event formats with real live stories being told, real examples of
innovation on show provided various starting points for fruitful discussions
between the actors at the conference.
The Capital of Innovation Award and the Women Innovators Prize were two of
the prizes awarded at the Convention illustrating two of the barriers to address
in Europe, the need for sustainable cities and the need for gender balance,
respectively.
Women Innovators prize 2014
The competition celebrates women who have combined their scientific excellence with a head for
business to set up innovative enterprises. It is open for women who have benefited from EU research
and innovation programmes.
Although the proportion of female researchers in Europe is increasing, the under-representation of
women in scientific disciplines and careers still persists.
Women represent only 33% of European researchers, 30% of full professors and 15.5% of heads of
institutions in the HE sector. Similar, on average, women make up 30% of the entrepreneurs in the EU,
but often face greater difficulties than men in starting up businesses and in accessing finance and
training.
First prize winner Saskia Biskup is co-founder of the CeGaT GmbH for the development of biomarkers.
For more information on second and third prize winners Laura van ‘t Veer and Ana Maiques please visit
this website.
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Barcelona is “iCapital” of Europe
With the Capital of Innovation Award, the Commission is recognizing those cities, which are making
major efforts to promote innovation and improving the quality of their citizens’ lives.
Barcelona was awarded the “iCapital” of Europe. It was chosen by a panel of independent experts in a
close competition with Grenoble (France) and Groningen (The Netherlands). The €500,000 iCapital
prize will be used to scale up and expand Barcelona’s efforts on innovation.
The new technologies introduced in Barcelona to foster economic growth and the welfare of its citizens
as part of the “Barcelona as a people city” project of 2011 include:






open data initiatives
sustainable city growth initiatives on smart lighting, mobility and residual energy
social innovation
promotion of alliances between research centres, universities, private and public partners within
the scope of the project
providing better ‘smart services’ in a flexible, continuous and agile way through ICT

Sources:
[1]

Innovation Union Scoreboard

[2]

Speech by President Barroso at the Second Innovation
Convention

[3]

Woman innovators prize

[4]

Barcelona is “iCapital” of Europe

[5]

Innovation Convention Programme

[6]

Press Programme Innovation Convention
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2 Marie Skłodowska-Curie
Actions – Research Fellowships
Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions (MSCAs) are European research grants
available to researchers regardless of their nationality or field of research. In
addition to generous research funding scientists have the possibility to gain
experience abroad and in the private sector, and to complete their training with
competences or disciplines useful for their careers.
Amongst the growing alumni network of this prestigious fellowship scheme are
highly talented young researchers from ASEAN – 71 fellows from Vietnam, 36
from Thailand, 32 from Indonesia, 24 Philippines, 21 from Malaysia, 17 from
Singapore, two from Myanmar and one from Brunei.
The wavetrain2 project was
a
multinational
Initial
Training Network (ITN)
funded under the FP7People programme. The
outcome of the project was
particularly relevant for a
rising energy sector as
Wave Energy for two main
reasons. One of them is the
very insufficient number of
skilled professionals that
are currently available in
this field. The other reason
is related to the type of
training which was provided
to Wavetrain2 fellows - a
hands-on practical training
in leading wave energy
institutions, complemented
by courses comprising all
the relevant topics (from
the technical to nontechnical ones) which the
fellows may need in their
future career. The project
was therefore successful
not only in accomplishing its
initial objectives as a
training network but in
particular in having a great
impact in the sector.

Each month, EURAXESS Links ASEAN catches up with one of the Marie Curie
Fellows. Sharing his story with us this month is Indonesian Dr Made Jaya Oslo,
Norway. He was previously a PhD candidate with the Centre for Ships and
Ocean Structures at the Norwegian University of Science and Technology in
Trondheim. He is an expert in hydrodynamics, global response, lifting, floating
structures, mooring-riser-response analysis as well as ocean renewable energy
(wind and wave).
Dr Muliawan was part of the multinational Marie Curie Initial Training Network
wavetrain2, which focused on the wide range of challenges that industrial-scale
wave energy implementation faces in the near future.

Mr Muliawan, please tell us a little about you.
I am from Indonesia and was born in the small city of Singaraja in the northern
part of Bali Island. I hold a Bachelor’s degree in Ocean Engineering from the
Institut Teknologi Bandung in Indonesia and a Master’s degree in Civil
Engineering (coastal and port) from the University of Tokyo in Japan.
Please tell us briefly about the research project you have been involved in
as a Marie Curie (MC) Fellow?
I was involved in the Marie Curie Initial Training Network wavetrain2, which
focused on the marine aspect of wave energy converters such as mooring
systems.
Why did you choose to apply for this particular project?
Actually, it was upon recommendation of my professor that I chose the project. I
realized that we need more energy resources in the future especially from
renewable sources. Since I am from Indonesia, the ocean waves are good
options for the harvesting of future energy.
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So far, what are the most significant benefits you have derived as a MC
Fellow?
I am happy to say that being a Marie Curie Fellow has given me more than I
expected. I have obtained a lot of research experience in a well-known research
institute with well-known professors. I will soon obtain my PhD degree. If I could
choose the one most beneficial aspect of being a Marie Curie Fellow I would
say it is being part of the research community in the European Union which has
allowed me to expand my knowledge and expertise.
What are your plans for the future?
I am interested in research and I will actively keep contributing to research. I am
planning to work in the marine engineering sector focusing on floating
renewable energy systems such as wind turbines and wave energy.
How did you experience your move to Europe? Did you encounter and
difficulties? What would be your advice for your peers?

Prepare well and do
your best to get it. It
is well worth it!

My experience was nice and I enjoyed a very easy move. My advice is not to
get too stressed over this issue since, generally, Europe offers good living
standards and facilities and everything is well organized by government and
your host institution.

Made Jaya Muliawan

In retrospect, which elements do you think were decisive in you being
successful in your application?
I think my academic and working records in this specific field have helped me to
be successful with my application.
Do you have any advice for other young researchers who are considering
applying for a MCF?
Prepare well and do your best to get it. It is well worth it!

Thank you Dr Muliawan!

For information on forthcoming open calls please visit the website of the
Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions (MSCAs)
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3 News & Developments
3.1 European Union
3.1.1 Patent filings at the EPO reach all-time high
In 2013 the EPO received 266 000 patent filings, compared to 258 000 in 2012.
The EPO granted 66 700 European patents, which was 1.6% more than in 2012
(65 600) and the highest number ever.
With 35% of all filings at the EPO, the 38 EPO member states maintained their
share of total filings in 2013. Once again nearly two-thirds of patent filings at the
EPO last year came from outside Europe. The most active countries were the
US (24% of the total), Japan (20%), Germany (12%), China (8%), South Korea
(6%), France (5%), Switzerland and the Netherlands (both 3%), and the UK and
Sweden (both 2%)
Further information: EPO

3.1.2 EU takes to road to help researchers find jobs and
advice
The European Commission has launched a pan-European information
campaign to help researchers find career advice and work through the
EURAXESS gateway. The “EURAXESS – Researchers in Motion” roadshow is
currently under way to visit 29 European cities in 22 countries to offer
researchers and those interested in scientific careers advice on jobs, CV
building and employment rights. The two month campaign, with a strong social
media presence, is expected to reach out to around 100,000 students and
young researchers.
Unveiling the campaign bus in Brussels, European Commissioner for
Research, Innovation and Science Máire Geoghegan-Quinn said: "EURAXESS
has become the go-to place for researchers seeking jobs in Europe. From
finding work to funding opportunities, EURAXESS offers researchers concrete
information and advice. With more than 40,000 advertised jobs per year and
more than one million mobility-related queries tackled within the last four years,
EURAXESS is an essential resource at a time unemployment is our greatest
economic challenge."
EURAXESS is supported by 40 participating countries across Europe. Through
its portal it provides a single access point to information across countries and
personalised assistance by more than 530 staff working in over 260 Service
Centres.
In 2013, there were nearly 950,000 unique visitors to the EURAXESS website,
three times more than in 2010, and nearly 9.6 million page views. More than
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7,700 research organisations (companies, universities and SMEs, etc.) are
currently registered on EURAXESS Jobs. The aim of the tour is to encourage
even wider participation.
Source: European Commission

3.1.3 Feasibility

study for the development of a
certification for genuinely good HR management in
the public research sectior in Europe

As part of the European Research Area (ERA) agenda, the European
Commission is committed to increasing the attractiveness of research careers in
Europe, and to improving employment and working conditions for researchers.
It has therefore developed a number of policy initiatives over the past decade
that have sought to encourage and support voluntary actions within the Member
States in order to make progress in this area.
The Commission is investigating its options for setting up a transparent,
internationally recognised certification mechanism for good HR management in
the European Research Area, based on a set of clearly defined and broadly
applicable assessment criteria that are linked to the key principles of the
Charter and Code.
The consultation found that around a third of all respondents (employers /
researchers) are already participating in a HR-related certification or quality
assurance scheme of some kind. Based on this extensive feedback, we elected
to do further desk research on 10 of the existing schemes cited in the
consultation in order to find out more about their respective review processes,
assessment criteria and delivery arrangements.
Further information

3.1.4 German company wins EU's €2 million inducement
prize for innovative vaccine technology
German biopharmaceutical company CureVac GmbH has won the EU's first
ever innovation inducement prize. The company received the prize for progress
towards a novel technology to bring life-saving vaccines to people across the
planet in safe and affordable ways. The European Commission offered the €2
million prize to encourage inventors to overcome one of the biggest barriers to
using vaccines in developing countries: the need to keep them stable at any
ambient temperature.
Máire Geoghegan-Quinn, European Commissioner for Research, Innovation
and Science, said: "CureVac's success opens up the possibility of a real
European breakthrough in the delivery of vaccines to areas where they are
needed most. This technology could save lives – exactly the type of innovation
an EU inducement prize should support."
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CureVac’s RNActive® vaccine technology is based on messenger RNA
(mRNA) molecules that stimulate the immune system. It has the potential to
allow the production of vaccines that are protected against both elevated
temperature and inadvertent freezing. It would be possible to rapidly produce
these vaccines against almost any infectious disease, and deliver these to the
most remote areas of the world. CureVac is currently running a number of
clinical trials with these vaccines.
The prize jury highlighted the potential of this technology to achieve large
global health benefits, given that it may be applied to many diseases and a
number of vaccines, might allow the formulating of a combination of vaccines,
and could allow the production of many vaccine units in a single facility.
Two other proposals, ‘Surechill’ (The Sure Chill Company Ltd, United Kingdom)
and ‘Freshwest’ (Freshpoint Quality Assurance Ltd., Israel and West
Pharmaceutical Services Deutschland GmbH & Co. KG, Germany) were
congratulated by the jury for their applications and encouraged to continue
developing their technologies.
This is the first time the Commission has offered a so-called inducement prize
to stimulate research and innovation in the European Union. An inducement
prize sets an ambitious goal, but it does not say how that goal should be
achieved or specifically who should achieve it. The use of prizes as a
mechanism to induce innovation has a long history. Things we now take for
granted such as transatlantic flights, tinned food and navigation at sea were all
encouraged by competitions to win prizes. Building on the first success, more
inducement prizes are planned in 2015 under Horizon 2020, the EU's 2014-20
research and innovation programme.
Source: European Commission

3.1.5 Women innovators prize 2014: European
Commission rewards winners from Germany,
Netherlands and Spain
The European Commission announced the winners of the 2014 EU Prize for
Women Innovators. They are Saskia Biskup (Germany, first prize), Laura van't
Veer (The Netherlands, second prize) and Ana Maiques (Spain, third prize).
The competition celebrates women who have combined their scientific
excellence with a head for business to set up innovative enterprises. It is open
to women who have benefited from EU research and innovation programmes.
The three winners received their prizes from the President of the European
Commission José Manuel Barroso at the opening ceremony of the Innovation
Convention 2014, Europe’s premier innovation event which took place in
Brussels on 10 and 11 March.
The three winners were selected by an independent panel of experts from a
total of 67 applications. The contest follows the success of a pilot edition in
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2011 and is worth €100,000 for the first prize, €50,000 for the second and
€25,000 for the third.
Although the proportion of female researchers in Europe is increasing, the
under-representation of women in scientific disciplines and careers still
persists. According to the "She Figures" report published by the European
Commission, women represent only 33% of European researchers, 20% of full
professors and 15.5% of heads of institutions in the Higher Education sector.
Similar, on average, women make up 30% of the entrepreneurs in the EU, but
often face greater difficulties than men in starting up businesses and in
accessing finance and training,
Source: European Commission

3.1.6 Comet-chaser Rosetta’s instruments come alive
After coming out of a near three-year, deep-space hibernation in January, the
satellite now has sufficient power to check out its science payload. The
spacecraft is currently about 675 million km from Earth, and continues to close
in on its comet quarry. Rosetta should arrive at the icy body in early August,
when it will then start mapping the object to find a safe spot to put down its little
lander. This craft, known as Philae, is piggy-backing the main probe, and was
set to receive its wake-up commands on 28 March. It will be another week,
however, before they are actioned.

© Airbus

Dr Matt Taylor, the European Space Agency's Rosetta project scientist, told
BBC News: "The mission as a whole had this big emotional moment in January
when the spacecraft was woken up. Now, individual teams must experience
something similar again as each one of Rosetta's 11 instruments is turned on
for testing."
It will take the rest of March and all of April for controllers at Esa's operations
centre in Darmstadt, Germany, to work through the entire instrument package.
Source: BBC
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3.2

ASEAN

3.2.1 Genome Institute of Singapore partners Dutch
Nutricia Research on human gut microbiome
research
A*STAR’s Genome Institute of Singapore (GIS) and Nutricia Research have
joined forces to investigate the health benefits of prebiotics, probiotics, and
synbiotics. Under the three-year research collaboration agreement, GIS’
microbial genomics team and the Nutricia Research Early Life Nutrition team
will seek to understand the effects of nutrition on the development of intestinal
microorganisms or ‘gut microbiome’. These are microbes that exist in harmony
with the human host; the composition of which can have an impact on health. It
is known that gut microorganisms perform processes that aid digestion,
synthesise vitamins, and create essential enzymes not produced by the human
body. Researchers want to investigate how nutrition supports microbiome in
early life, can help prevent disease later in life. The Nutricia Research team will
be conducting two nutritional clinical studies, while the GIS team will provide
state-of-the-art genomic analyses to better understand the complex microbial
communities in study populations.
Source: A*STAR

3.2.2 Re-awakening
scientific
and
technological
cooperation between Indonesia and UK
Indonesia and the United Kingdom initiated cooperation on science and
technology development in 1985 through a bilateral governmental agreement.
On the occasion of the recent visit of UK Minister for Universities and Science,
H.E. David Willetts to Jakarta both countries sought to give a boost to their
cooperation effirts in this field. Mr Willetts met with Indonesia’s Minister for
Research and Technology, H.E. Gusti Muhammad Hatta on 3 March 2014. The
visit aimed to review the extensive cooperation in education and also to look at
how the two countries might develop cooperation in science, research and
innovation. Minister Willetts expressed the UK’s interest in developing joint
capacity building programmes on STI policy formulation, research funding
mechanisms and a wide range of research collaborations. He also pointed out
the specific interest on having collaboration on space activities, such as using
satellite to monitor rain forests in Indonesia. Indonesia and the UK agreed to
expedite the implementation of collaboration in, at least, the following sectors,
(i) degree programmes in the agreed fields; (ii) a wide range of joint research
projects; and (iii) space collaboration.
Source: RISTEK
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3.2.3 Thailand’s BIOTEC Researcher Listed Among
GCP Women Scientists in Celebration of the
International Women's Day

Dr Jonaliza Lanceras-Siangliw

To celebrate International Women’s Day on 8 March 2014, Generation
Challenge Programme (GCP) profiled women scientists from around the world
working on cereals, legumes and root crops, using a variety of molecularbreeding methods, slick data management skills and the latest tools and
technology. Among these successful women is , a BIOTEC researcher based at
Rice Gene Discovery Unit.
Source: BIOTEC

3.2.4 R&D Spending in Thailand to Double in the Next
Three years
The National Science and Technology Development Agency (NSTDA) expects
investment by the private sector in research and development (R&D) to double
in the next three years, spurred by supportive government measures. A NSTDA
survey found R&D spending by the private sector more than doubled to 21.1
billion baht in 2011 from only 10 billion in 2009 when the government launched
support measures including a tax holiday for imported equipment and
machinery, a 200% tax deduction for R&D budgets, grants for R&D activities
and the establishment of R&D facilities at Science Park in Pathum Thani, 30 km
north of Bangkok.
Source: Bangkok Post

3.2.5 Biodiversity loss linked to outbreak of diseases
The loss of biodiversity is closely linked to outbreaks of diseases in the AsiaPacific region, according to a study which points at biodiversity’s potential role
as a buffer against disease outbreaks. Despite increasing health control
measures, parasitic and infectious diseases have been emerging and recurring
in South-East Asia — which the study calls “a recognised hotspot for
biodiversity” and “which is suffering from rapid and extensive erosion of that
diversity”.
The two trends may be linked, finds the study published in PLOS One (25
February), saying that “that although biodiversity is a source of pathogens, wellpreserved biodiversity could act an insurance against outbreaks”. It investigated
incidences of infectious disease outbreaks from 1950 to 2010 and their
relationship to socio-economic factors such as population size, gross domestic
product and public health expenditure, as well as geography, climate and
biodiversity factors, such as bird and mammal species and forest cover.
The researchers from France, Malaysia, Singapore and Thailand report that an
increase in human activities resulting from economic development leads to
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several regional environmental changes. These include altered land use, the
distributions of domestic animals and wildlife, as well as increased international
trade. “Biodiversity changes that occur through the fragmentation and
degradation of natural habitats, particularly forested areas, increase the
proximity of wildlife to humans and their domestic animals,” says the study.
“These result in increased health risks through the increased transmission of
zoonotic diseases.”
The study says further that the number of zoonotic disease outbreaks is
positively correlated with the number of threatened mammal and bird species
while the number of vector-borne disease outbreaks is negatively correlated
with forest cover, denoting “the potential role of biodiversity as a buffer of
pathogen spread”. “Impoverishment of biodiversity, which is evident not only in
the decreasing number of species but also in landscape fragmentation and
simplification, favour what we call the synanthropic species” says Serge
Morand, the lead author of the study and a parasitology scientist with the
French National Centre for Scientific Research. “Examples of synanthropic
species include the common rats, which are the reservoirs of many infectious
diseases such as leptospirosis, scrub typhus and hantaviruses. They also
include some mosquitoes such as the Aedes albopictus, which is a vector of
dengue and Japanese encephalitis,” he says.
Source: SciDev

3.2.6 Kick-off Phase 2 of Thailand Science Park
The second phase of Thailand Science Park has kicked off with the focus on the
development of innovation clusters that will push Thailand into the next level on
research and innovation. With more than sixty companies, four research
institutes, three universities and one medical school, the Thailand Science Park
is the most convenient place to locate your science and technology, and
creative activities. Established in 2002, the present day Science Park has highlevel activities in the areas of Biotechnology, Information Technology, Metals
and Materials Technology and Nanotechnology. The technologies provide
strong supports for the businesses in the areas of Agriculture and Food, Health
and Medicine, Energy and Environment.
Source: The Nation
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4 Grants & Fellowships
4.1

National EURAXESS portals

The latest information on open calls for national grants and fellowships in the 40
member countries of the EURAXESS network can be accessed on the
respective national EURAXESS portal.
Austria, Belgium, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech
Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, FYRoMacedonia, Germany,
Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg,
Malta, Montenegro, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Serbia,
Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, UK.
Besides providing information on funding opportunities for incoming
international and European researchers, staff at the EURAXESS Service
Centres offer individual assistance on all aspects of researcher mobility.

4.2

Open Calls in the 7th Framework Programme
(FP7)

Below is a list of all currently open calls in each strand of FP7. You can also find
a good overview of upcoming calls at EURESEARCH, the platform on
European research by the Swiss National Science Foundation (SNSF).

CAPACITIES
1 open call remains in the Capacities strand of FP7.

1

Call Identifier

Call Title

Publication
Date

Deadline

FP7-CDRP-2013EUR-CD

Career Development

2013-11-14

2014-04-15

Further information: CAPACITIES

4.3

H2020

The European Commission has launched the first calls under Horizon 2020.
Calls in the 2014 budget focus on the three key pillars of Horizon 2020:


Excellent Science: Around €3 billion, including €1.7 billion for grants
from the European Research Council for top scientists, and €800 million
for Marie Skłodowska-Curie fellowships for younger researchers.
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Industrial Leadership: €1.8 billion to support Europe's industrial
leadership in areas like ICT, nanotechnologies, advanced
manufacturing, robotics, biotechnologies and space.



Societal Challenges: €2.8 billion for innovative projects addressing
Horizon 2020's seven societal challenges, broadly: health; agriculture,
maritime and bioeconomy; energy; transport; climate action,
environment, resource efficiency and raw materials; reflective societies;
and security.

To find out more about EU funding opportunities for your research or innovation
project please vsisit the European Commission’s Participant Portal where all
calls will be published.
International researchers are also invited to join the database of independent
experts for European research and innovation Distinguished specialists are
strongly encouraged to join the database of independent experts, through which
they can participate in the evaluation of project proposals and monitoring of
actions, submitted under Horizon 2020.

4.4 European Fellowships Open to Participation by
Researchers from ASEAN
On March 12, 2014 the European Commission opened the call for the Marie
Sklodowska-Curie Individual Fellowships (IF) which offer an opportunity for and
research institutes across Europe.
The grant usually covers two years' salary, a mobility allowance, research costs
and overheads for the host institution. Individual researchers submit proposals
for funding in liaison with their planned host organisation. Proposals are judged
on their research quality, the researcher's future career prospects, and the
support offered by the host organisation.
These Individual Fellowships also offer an opportunity for European researchers
to spend up to 2 years working in universities and research institutes in ASEAN.
Deadline for application: 11 September 2014
Further details: Marie Sklodowska Curie Actions
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4.5 William
Harvey
International
Translational
Research Academy in Healthcare and Life Sciences
The EU-funded William Harvey International Translational Research Academy
(WHRI-ACADEMY) is a new mobility fellowship programme which aims to
provide multidisciplinary projects to researchers to help to maximize their career
development
opportunities
in
healthcare
and
life
sciences.
WHRI-ACADEMY is both managed and coordinated by William Harvey
Research
Institute,
Queen
Mary's,
University
of
London.
The scheme offers three different mobility schemes (Incoming, Outgoing and
Reintegration) for at least 12 months and a maximum of 36 months. Applicants
must, at the time of the recruitment (not earlier than 5 July 2014), be in
possession of a PhD degree or, have at least 4 years of full-time research
experience. At the time of the deadline for submission of proposals, they must
not have resided or carried out her/his main activity in the Host country for more
than 12 months in the last 3 years prior to the deadline for submission of
proposals.

Deadline for submission: 6 April 2014.
Details: WHRI

4.6 Germany: Research Grants for PhD Students and
Postdocs – at the Center of Excellence Cognitive
Interaction Technology (CITEC)

CITEC connects research groups in computer science and robotics with
researchers and groups from biology, linguistics, mathematics, physics,
psychology and sport science. Individual groups cooperate in a highly
interdisciplinary research institute established through the German Excellence
initiative
and
funded
since
2007.
Up to 16 research grants (3 years duration, tax free research fellowship) for
highly qualified students aiming to obtain a Ph.D. in one of the above fields and
thematic areas are offered by the Graduate School Cognitive Interaction
Technology. Grants are also available as shorter Postdoctoral research
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positions (2 years work contract or tax free research fellowship) for suitably
qualified candidates.
Eligible
candidates
must
hold
an
excellent
academic
degree
(MSc/Diploma/PhD) in one of the disciplines listed above (or related).
Deadline: 31 March 2014
Details: CITEC

4.7 Post-doctoral Fellowships in Thailand Open to
European Researchers
Thailand’s National Metal and Materials Centre The National Metal and
Materials Technology Center (MTEC) invites scholars/ Ph.D graduates whose
work focuses on metal and materials technology and related fields to apply for a
post-doctoral research fellowship.
The fellowship’s purpose is to provide opportunities for young and promising
researchers from other countries to conduct, under the guidance of their hosts,
cooperative research with leading research groups at MTEC. The program
allows successful candidates to advance their own research while contributing
to the progress of research in Thailand.
Further details: NSTDA
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4.8

IIAS

–

ISEAS

Postdoctoral

Fellowship

Applications are invited for International Institute for Asian Studies—Institute of
Southeast Asian Studies (IIAS-ISEAS) Postdoctoral Fellowships for
commencement after September 2014. These fellowships are part of the
collaboration between IIAS, Netherlands and ISEAS, Singapore.
The IIAS-ISEAS Joint Fellowship position is intended for outstanding recent
doctoral graduates (within 6 years of receiving Ph.D. degree) from around the
world, to work on an important piece of research in the humanities and the
social sciences.
The theme for 2013-2014 deals with Critical Heritage Studies (CHS) or modes
of
cultural
heritage
production
in
the
Asian
context.
The fellowship will be tenable for a maximum period of 12 months, with a
maximum of 6 months attached to the IIAS office in Leiden and a maximum of 6
months at the ISEAS office in Singapore. Fieldwork can be done in Europe and
Asia.
Application deadline: 15 June 2014
Details IIAS-ISEAS

4.9

EMBO Funding for Courses & Workshops

Biannual selection by a committee of members of the European Molecular
Biology Organization (EMBO) ensures the consistent high quality and novelty of
EMBO-funded courses, workshops and conferences. The commitment of the
scientific organizers guarantees the long-term success of the programme to
inform and train researchers at all career stages. With over 80 meetings
attracting more than 8,000 participants every year, EMBO offers the largest
number of scientific training events in Europe. Funding is available for
conference series, workshops, practical courses and symposia as well as
plenary lectures. EMBO assists organizers with websites, posters and
registration.
Further information: EMBO Courses & Workshops
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5 Jobs
There are currently 8810 research jobs and fellowship programmes (all over
Europe and partner countries and in all disciplines) accessible via the
EURAXESS Jobs database

AUSTRIA (Vienna): Assistant Professor for Production, University for Music and
Performing Arts Vienna, Department of Film and Television
Details
DENMARK (Copenhagen): PhD Scholarships (Economics and Management
with a particular focus on the Maritime Sector), Copenhagen Business School
Details
FAROE ISLANDS (Tórshavn): Associate Professor or Assistant Professor in
Nursing Science, University of the Faroe Islands
Details
FRANCE (Villeurbanne): Professor position in the field of Energy Systems
(focus on solar energy generation systems), Department of Energy and
Environmental Engineering of INSA de Lyon
Details
GERMANY (Karlsruhe): Junior Professorship in Hazard-Oriented Regional
Development, Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT), Department of Civil
Engineering, Geo and Environmental Sciences
Details
ISRAEL (Ramat Gan): Postdoc in Neuroscience, Bar Ilan University
Details
NETHERLANDS (Wageningen): Bioinformatician Sequence Applications with
Keygene
Details
SINGAPORE: Data mining analyst with Telr.com
Details
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6 Events
6.1

Cambodia: EURAXESS Links ASEAN Partners
with the FP7 Funded “INCONTACT 2020 “ Project
in H2020 Promotion

On April 4, 2014 the FP7 funded INCONTACT 2020 project will organise an Info
Day in Phnom Penh, Cambodia on research and mobility opportunities available
under Horizon 2020. The aim of the Infoday is to increase the awareness of
Cambodian researchers on funding opportunities under Horizon 2020 (the
new EU funding programme for research and innovation), and facilitate their
participation in European collaborative projects. In addition to giving a general
overview of Horizon 2020, this Infoday will provide specific information on
upcoming Calls for Proposals, in particular those open to Cambodian
researchers.
EURAXESS Links ASEAN will present on the researcher mobility opportunities
open to Cambodian and Southeast Asian researchers through the Marie
Sklodowska-Curie Actions and the European Research Council.
Details: INCONTACT

6.2

Malaysia: EURAXESS Links ASEAN to visit
Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia and Universiti
Malaya

On April 14, 2014 EURAXESS Links ASEAN will visit two of Malaysia’s top
universities to meet with graduate students and faculty members. The
information sessions will offer information on research and mobility
opportunities in Europe. Visits to further universities in Malaysia will take place
throughout the year.

6.3

France: ICS - Innovation Connecting Show:
Connecting Innovation and Business, 16 – 18
September 2014

The Innovation Connecting Show will be held from 16 to 18 September 2014 at
the Toulouse Exhibition Park, under the distinguished patronage of the French
President, Mr François Hollande.
Focused on the presentation and the interconnection of the key generic
technologies, the uses and the needs, this major international event of
innovation and competitiveness will, thanks to its large cross, associate and link
the technological innovations and the markets. These ones have to be able to
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adapt, integrate and create new applications specific to their economic and
societal sector.
To this end, the Innovation Connecting Show will bring together more than
700 exhibitors, project leaders, actors of innovation in its broadest sense. They
will value their demonstrators, prototypes, processes and services from their
R&D department.
20,000 professional visitors are expected: including national and international,
public and private investors, academics, representatives from traditional
sectors searching for innovation and the national, international and professional
press.
About 100 conferences, round table discussions and exhibitor workshops will
be driven by a high-level scientific committee. Transversal innovation specialists
from all sectors of the economy will be considering ways to influence future
innovations, and will be treated the following themes: future factories, the Key
Enabling Technologies, future Biology and synthetic Biology, Smart Cities,
Internet of the future, and communicating objects.
An “Innovation Award” will reward the most innovative exhibitors and project
leaders. These ones are instigators of growth, creators of wealth and builders of
future employments.
With the help of a broad international communication campaign and the High
patronage of the French Presidency, the French representation of the European
Commission, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Ministry for Industrial Renewal,
the Ministry for Craft Industries and Trades, Commerce and Tourism, the
Ministry for Higher Education and Research, and the Ministry Delegate attached
to the Ministry for Industrial Renewal, with the responsability for SME’s,
Innovation and the Digital Economy, the ICS will make of Toulouse the world’s
innovation capital in September 2014
Details: ICS

6.4

Germany: 27th ECNP Congress of Applied and
Translational Neuroscience, 18-21 October 2014

The ECNP Congress is Europe’s largest meeting on applied and translational
neuroscience. Annually, it brings together between 4,000 and 7,000
psychiatrists, neuroscientists, neurologists and psychologists from around the
world to discuss the latest developments in the science and treatment of
disorders of the brain. Spanning the spectrum of human mood, behaviour,
cognition and emotion - from basic research to clinical care - the ECNP
Congress is Europe's premier showcase for new research, treatments and
technologies in applied brain science.
Deadline for abstract submission: 1 April 2014
Further details
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6.5

Greece: 5th INCO conference “Addressing Future
Challenges”, 2 – 4 June 2014

INCONTACT 2020, is organizing the “5th INCO Conference - Addressing
Future Challenges”, in 2-4 June 2014 in Athens, Greece. The Conference is
organized under the auspices of DG Research of the European Commission
and the Greek General Secretariat for Research and Technology. This year’s
event is dedicated to the role of integrated research in addressing global
challenges.
The annual INCO Conference series targets primarily European and Third
Country International Cooperation (INCO) Experts and FP7/Horizon 2020
national Contact Points (NCPs), providing an excellent forum for a plethora of
activities including the dissemination of information by INCO EC staff, training
activities for NCPs and International Partner Countries Contact Points,
presentations on specific international cooperation projects and presentations
on the research landscape in specific countries. Discussions will address critical
issues such as the future of research in relation to the global challenges lying
ahead in order to acquire insight for future coordinated actions. Invited speakers
from worldwide organizations funding research will share their experiences,
best practices and obstacles.
The conference will also host the annual meeting of the national INCO experts
as well as a special training session on international research collaboration
under Horizon 2020.
The conference seeks to:
 set the framework for international cooperation in H2020,
 collect the experiences of international organizations funding global
research,
 highlight the link between research and societal challenges,
 underline best practices, and
 provide insight to the future of interconnected research.
Details: INCO

6.6

Japan: 11th Annual BIO
Conference, 8 – 9 April 2014

Asia

International

The BIO Asia International Conference is an exclusive, customized partnering
forum that brings together U.S. and European drug development companies
with Asian biotech and pharmaceutical companies interested in research
collaborations and licensing agreements.
Further details
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6.7

Malaysia: International Conference on Humanities
and Social Sciences “The Rise of the Rest:
Reimagining Southeast Asia”, 3 – 5 June 2014

The aim of the conference is to bring together scholars, students and advocates
of Malaysia and Southeast Asia to articulate and reflect upon Malaysia, the
region and the rest of the world. Recent issues and developments in the region
have called for a renewed examination of existing thought and institutions
impinging upon a network of relations amongst nations and states in the region.
This conference bears upon the interaction between Malaysia and its
neighbours, and how we view each other at the popular, academic and policy
level discourses. It is to inspire new research areas and exchanges across
national, religious, cultural and disciplinary divides. We therefore seek papers
from all fields in the Humanities and Social Sciences in theoretically engaging,
either appraising, re-examining epistemological or social applications. The
conference also provides great opportunities for participants to exchange new
ideas and experiences, to establish research and business relations with global
partners for future collaboration.
Further details

6.8

Malaysia: International Conference on Information
Security and Cyber Forensics (InfoSec 2014), 6 – 8
October 2014

Research in data expertise initiatives will substantially aid in enhancing the
quality of information expertise support supplied to the distinct localities and
domains. Therefore this conference will present a scenario-planning workout
directed to identify possible future information technologies that humanity may
face.
Further details

6.9

Poland: The 3rd International Conference on
Informatics Engineering and Information Science
(ICIEIS2014), 22 – 24 September 2014

The event will be held over three days, with presentations delivered by
researchers from the international community, including presentations from
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keynote speakers and state-of-the-art lectures. The conference aims to enable
researchers to build connections between different digital applications.
Further details

6.10 Portugal: Aircraft Fuel Systems – future challenges
and innovative solutions, 15 May 2014
The FP7 project SAFUEL (The Safer Fuel System) is organising a public forum
to present and discuss challenges and innovative solutions for future aircraft
fuel systems.
The event, entitled “Aircraft Fuel Systems: Future challenges and innovative
solutions”, is hosted by SAFUEL partner Instituto Superior Técnico (IST) in
Lisbon, Portugal on the 15th May 2014. Venue is the IST congress centre in
central Lisbon. Speakers from both industry and academics will present the
latest progress of the research performed by the SAFUEL partners, in the
domains of optical gauging, oxygen sensing, water detection, icing and
innovations for future fuel tank technologies.
Further details

6.11 Thailand: The Fourth International Conference on
Digital Information and Communication Technology
and its Applications (DICTAP2014), 6 – 8 May
2014
The Fourth DICTAP2014 is technically co-sponsored by IEEE Thailand section.
All registered papers will be submitted to IEEE for potential inclusion to IEEE
Xplore as well as other Abstracting and Indexing (A&I) databases. The
conference will be held at University of the Thai Chamber of Commerce,
Bangkok, Thailand.
Further details

6.12 UK: Smart to Future Cities 2014, 29 – 30 April
2014
In 2014, Smart to Future Cities will be looking at the move of Smart Cities into
the mainstream as we see governments commit finance and policy to smart city
development, deployments of smart city protocols and operating platforms and
acceptance of smart technologies as the norm in transport, energy,
development, assisted living and security in cities. Over 80 international case
studies from government, energy, healthcare, transport, retail and building
control will define the working business models which are creating future Cities
successes for citizens and enterprises alike; fully integrated, strategicallydesigned development programs with measurable results.
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Further details

For more information on research events across Europe and across all
disciplines please visit the European Commission managed page “What's New
in European Research“
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7 Resources
Latest Calls
Here you can find the latest calls on the newly set up Research Participant
Portal.
International Cooperation Activities
Access the portal of the European Commission's International Cooperation
Activities here.
Other Research Career Sites
The Chronicle of Higher Education Careers Service: http://chronicle.com/jobs/
Find A Postdoc: http://www.findapostdoc.com/
Find Scholarships in Europe: http://www.scholarshipportal.eu/
Find PhDs in Europe: http://www.phdportal.eu/
Academic Jobs EU: http://www.academicjobseu.com
Euro Science Jobs: http://www.eurosciencejobs.com/
The European Job Mobility Portal: http://ec.europa.eu/eures/home.jsp?lang=en
EMBO excellence in life sciences: http://www.embo.org
EuroBrussels: http://www.eurobrussels.com/
Jobs at ITER: http://www.iter.org/jobs
Nature.jobs: http://www.nature.com/naturejobs/index.html
Jobs.ac.uk: www.jobs.ac.uk
Research Jobs in Germany: Research-in-Germany.de
Scholarship Database of the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD)
Research Jobs in the Netherlands: http://www.academictransfer.org/
Brainpower Austria: http://www.brainpower-austria.at/
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