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Å 1 st rank among non -European countries

Å 2229 Indian researchers (42 % are women) funded by H2020 ïMSCA

Å > 1400 Indian PhD

Å 450 Indian Postdocs ( 2014 - 2020 )

Å 82 Indian Postdocs in 2021

Å 14 % - 18 % overall success rate

Å 91 % cut -off

Å Main destinations of Indians

UK, Germany, France and Italy

MSCA ïIndia Statistic



Horizon Europe

ÅThe EU Framework programme for research and innovation 2021 -2027

ÅBudget: 95 .5 billion euro

ÅMSCA share: 6.6 billion euro



Horizon Europe structure
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MSCA Postdoctoral Fellowships: What is it?

Individual fellowships to support excellent postdoctoral researchers in all 

fields of research .

Equip researchers with new skills and competences in order to identify 

solutions to current and future challenges . 

Main objectives 

ǒ Foster excellence through implementation of research project

ǒ Enhance the creative and innovative potential of researchers holding a 

PhD (training on transferable skills & career development)

ǒ Focus on I3 (international, inter -sectoral, interdisciplinary) mobility 

ǒ Bridges and exposure to the non - academic sector 

ǒ Career development of researchers.



üAll scientific fields : bottom up (including Euratom areas*)

üProposals evaluated and ranked in 8 Scientific panels : 

1) Chemistry (CHE) 

2) Social Sciences and Humanities (SOC) 

3) Economic Sciences (ECO) 

4) Information Science and Engineering (ENG) 

5) Environment and Geosciences (ENV) 

6) Life Sciences (LIF) 

7) Mathematics (MAT) 

8) Physics (PHY) 

* Indian applicants are, however, not eligible for Euratom research

Research areas



ü European Fellowship

ü European Fellowship : 
Fellow goes to host  
organisation in Europe

ü Employed by EU host

ü Duration: 1 - 2 years

Two Schemes

ü Global Fellowship

ü Global Fellowship : Fellow 
goes to partner org.  outside 
Europe and comes back to 
host org. in  Europe

ü Employed by EU host

ü Duration: 2 - 3 years

ü ERA Fellowship

ü ERA Fellowship : For 
researchers applying 
with a host institute 
located in widening 
country  

ü Employed by EU host

ü Duration: 1 - 2 years

Additional option, not 
part of MSCA call 



ü For whom?

- Researchers with a successfully defended doctoral degree at the deadline

- Researchers with up to 8 years of researcher experience after PhD

- Periods not active in research do  not count towards the 8 years

- An individual researcher can only submit one proposal

ü MSCA International Mobility Rule :

- Researchers must not have resided or carried out his/her main activity (work, 

studies, etc.) in the host country for more than 12 months during the 3 years 

prior to the deadline for submission of proposals . 

Main eligibility criteria



Eligibility conditions: 8 - years research experience

Exclude time - spent for the following:

ÅMaternity leave

ÅPaternity leave

ÅLong - term sick - leave

ÅCareer break

ÅTime spent not working in research

ÅCompulsory national service

ÅFor nationals or long - term residents of MS or AC reintegrating from a third country 

applying for a European Fellowship only , the time spent doing research in third country 

can be excluded

All exceptions need to be documented

How to calculate the 8 - years research experience?

ÅGuidelines: https://rea.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2022 -05/Guidelines_8%20year%20rule_2022.pdf

ÅSelf -assessment tool: https://rea.ec.europa.eu/document/download/131355ba -a0a4 -45db -b033 -

3e8da6f4a157_en?filename=EXT_eligibility_support%20tool%20for%208%20years_2022_final.xlsx

https://rea.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2022-05/Guidelines_8%20year%20rule_2022.pdf
https://rea.ec.europa.eu/document/download/131355ba-a0a4-45db-b033-3e8da6f4a157_en?filename=EXT_eligibility_support%20tool%20for%208%20years_2022_final.xlsx


[Title]

New eligibility condition: Resubmissions

ÅAs of 2021, there is a new eligibility condition related to resubmissions.

ÅFrom 2022, resubmissions will not be allowed for proposals that have scored 

less than 70% in the previous call

What is a resubmission? 

ÅProposals involving :

üSame individual researcher 

üWith the same recruiting organisation (beneficiary) 



27 EU Member States (MS) :

Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Republic of Cyprus, Czechia , Denmark, Estonia, Finland,

France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, The

Netherlands , Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain and Sweden

Horizon Europe Associated Countries (AC ) * :

Å Agreements in place : Armenia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Faroe Islands, Georgia, Iceland,

Israel, Kosovo, Moldova, Montenegro, North Macedonia, Norway, Serbia, Tunisia, Turkey

Å In process of association (transitional arrangement) :

Albania, Morocco, Ukraine, United Kingdom *

*based on HE association agreements status as of June 2022

Host Countries

https://ec.europa.eu/info/files/horizon-europe-association-agreements-status_en


[Title]

ERA Fellowships 2022

The ERA Fellowships are open for applicants of

any nationality with a beneficiary from a

Widening Country .

Budget : ú8M

How does it work ?

ÅOnly European Fellowships are not eligible

ÅApplicants need to opt in at application stage

(there will be no other opportunity later on)

ÅA number of excellent applications (i .e. on the

reserve list) that cannot be funded by MSCA

due to budget constraints will be offered an

ERA Fellowship

Which are Widening Country?

MemberStates: Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, 
CzechRepublic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, 
Lithuania, Malta, Poland, Portugal, 
Romania, Slovakia, Sloveniaand outermost 
regions - Guadeloupe, French Guiana, 
Réunion, Martinique, Mayotte and Saint-
Martin (France) and the Canary Islands 
(Spain). 

Associated Countries: Armenia, Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, Faroe Islands, Kosovo, 
North Macedonia, Georgia, Moldova, 
Montenegro, Serbia and Turkey; and in 
process of association: Albania, Morocco, 
Tunisia, Ukraine 



Host Institution

Academic sector

Vpublic or private higher education 
establishments

Vpublic or private non -profit 
research organisations

V International European Research 
Organisations

Non - academic sector

Vany socio -economic actor not 
included in the academic sector 



Secondment & Placement option

Secondment Non-academicplacement

Worldwide EU MS or AC

Anysector(academicor non-academic) Non-academicONLY

Anytimeduringthe fellowship; For Global 
Fellowships, duringoutgoingphaseONLY

After the fellowshipperiod(i.e. 12, 24, 36 
months+ 6 months)

1/3rd of standard fellowshipduration 
(single or severalmobilities) 

Max 6 months, single placement

No letter of commitment needed Letterof commitmentto submitwith the 
proposal



MSCA Postdoctoral Fellowships: novelties

ÅResearcher : postdoc with max. 8 years post PhD

Åno separate evaluation panels for reintegration,  career 
restart and non -academic beneficiaries

Åresubmission restrictions for proposal scoring less than 70% (as of 2022)

Åone mobility rule (12 months within the last 3 years)

Åmodified approach to gender and open science

Åadditional placement (6 months) in the non -academic sector



Åexpert in the field 

Åis more experienced than you 

Åwith international and inter -sectoral collaborations in research 

Åhas supervised PhD candidates and/or postdocs 

Åhas coordinated and participated in national and international research projects 

Åis actively engaged in the preparation of the proposal and in project implementation 

MSCA Guidelines on Supervisor

Supervisor 

https://marie-sklodowska-curie-actions.ec.europa.eu/about-msca/msca-guidelines-on-supervision


ÅThe best option: look among your contacts and networks

ÅEuraxess publishes offers from host organisations (for MSCA Postdoctoral 

Fellowships but also other MSCA projects)

ÅEnterprise Europe Networks (for non -academic partners )

ÅñPartner search ò tool on Funding & Tender Opportunities Portal (already open 

for the 2022 call)

ÅNEW ! : MSCA-NetôsMSCA Matchmaking platform

ÅPossible organisers of matchmaking events: Euraxess , MCAA

ÅOther useful points of contact : MSCA National Contact Points 

How to find supervisor/host institute? 

https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/jobs/hosting/search
https://een.ec.europa.eu/
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/how-to-participate/partner-search;searchKeyword=;isOrganisation=true;isPerson=true;topics=HORIZON-MSCA-2022-PF-01-01;programmes=43108390;organisationType=null;type=ORGANISATION,PERSON;country=;city=;professionalProfile=;hasPartnerSearch=;orderBy=;sortQuery=;date=1647267211454
new:%20MSCA%20Matchmaking%20platform
https://www.mariecuriealumni.eu/
MSCA National Contact Points


üStarting point: Funding & Tender  opportunities

Å Find the right call

Å Create / login with ECAS account

Å Download call information

Å Create draft proposal online

Å Download .rtf -proposal templates

Application process for MSCA

Å Write part B offline

Å Fill in Part A online

Å Upload part B well in time

Å Submit as many versions as you
Å like before the deadline

Å Deadline is strict: 17:00:00 sharp!

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/MSCA-PF 2022

https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/home
https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/screen/opportunities/topic-details/horizon-msca-2022-pf-01-01;callCode=null;freeTextSearchKeyword=;matchWholeText=true;typeCodes=0,1,2,8;statusCodes=31094501,31094502,31094503;programmePeriod=2021%20-%202027;programCcm2Id=43108390;programDivisionCode=43108473;focusAreaCode=null;destination=null;mission=null;geographicalZonesCode=null;programmeDivisionProspect=null;startDateLte=null;startDateGte=null;crossCuttingPriorityCode=null;cpvCode=null;performanceOfDelivery=null;sortQuery=sortStatus;orderBy=asc;onlyTenders=false;topicListKey=topicSearchTablePageState


Evaluation criteria

Excellence Impact
Quality and efficiency 

of the implementation

Quality and pertinence of ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ 

and innovation objectives(and the extent to 

which they are ambitious, and go beyond the 

state of the art)

Credibility of the measures to  enhance 

the career perspectives and 

employability of the researcher and 

contribution to his/her skills 

development 

Quality and effectiveness of the 

work plan,  assessment of risks 

and appropriateness of the effort 

assigned to work packages

Soundness of the proposed methodology 

(including interdisciplinary approaches, 

consideration of the gender dimension and other 

diversity aspects if relevant for the research 

project, and the quality of open science practices)

Suitability and quality of the measures 

to maximise expected outcomes and 

impacts, as set out in the dissemination 

and exploitation plan, including 

communication activities

Quality and capacity of the host 

institutions and participating 

organisations, including hosting 

arrangements

Quality of the supervision, training and of the 

two-way transfer of knowledgebetween the 

researcher and the host

The magnitude and importance of the 

ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎcontribution to theexpected 

scientific,societal and economic 

impactsQuality and appropriateness of the ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊΩǎ 

professional experience, competences and skills

50% 30% 20%



Evaluation

Å9,000 - 10,000 proposals received per year

ÅMSCA - PF success rate : å 14% 

Å4,500 experts from around the world, working remotely

Å8 Scientific Panels (LIF, PHY, MAT, ENG, CHE, ENV, SOC, ECO) 

ÅTime - to - Grant: 5m + 3m ( from the call closure date)



MSCA - PF Seal of Excellence

ÅThe Seal of Excellence is awarded to proposals achieving a score of 

85% or above not retained for funding

ÅQuality label, helping recipients to attract other potential funders 

ÅSpecific support schemes exist for MSCA Seal of Excellence holders. 

You will find the complete list here

ÅThe certificate will be sent out automatically

https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/funding/funding-opportunities/seal-excellence_en
https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-innovation/funding/funding-opportunities/seal-excellence/funding-opportunities-under-msca_en


Å Invitation to Submit Proposal : 12 May 2022

Å Deadline for Submission : 14 September 2022 17 : 00 Brussels Time

Å Evaluation of Proposals : October - December 2022 (TBC)

Å Information on Outcome of Evaluations : February - March 2023 (TBC)

Å Indicative Date for Signing the Grant Agreement : March - April 2023 (TBC)

Å Prospective Start Date April - September 2023 (TBC)

Timeline - MSCA - PF - 2022



Funding

* A country correction coefficient applies to the living allowance in order to 
ensure equal treatment and purchasing power parity for all researchers


